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6O¢NENERAL QUARTERS!” And 
aboard the U.S.S. Atlanta officers 
and men jumped to their battle stations 
at 6 p. m., November 12, 1942, as the 
Atlanta, together with four other cruisers 
and six destroyers, steamed slowly 
through Savo Sound, off Guadale=~al. 


Jack Armstrong, machinist’s mate, 
second class, took his station on the 
bridge of the cruiser as captain’s re- 
pairman and watched the tropical twi- 
light blacken into night. Finally at 2 
a. m. the guns of the fleet broke the 
tense, watchful silence, belching forth 
flame and steel at the approaching Jap- 
anese force, which outnumbered the 
American two to one. 


Two enemy destroyers and a cruiser 
sank under the fierce, accurate fire of 
the Atlanta before two torpedoes struck 
her engine rooms and heavy shelling dis- 
abled her guns, killing the crew. At 4 
a. m., all hope for the ship gone, Arm- 
strong’s buddy rushed up from the 
engine room and found Jack lying on the 
bridge, his right leg shot away and his 
left full of shrapnel. Although he was 
dying from loss of blood, Jack smiled 
and sent his buddy to look for his 
brother, who was stationed at one of the 
disabled guns. 


Rushed to a New Hebrides base hos- 
pital, Jack died despite numerous blood 
transfusions. When told he must lose 
his other leg, Jack went to sleep unwor- 
ried, only praying he would not awake 
in this life—confident he would awake 
in Heaven. God answered his prayer. 


Death held no terror for Jack Arm- 
strong. Writing to a Christian friend 
just before his death, he said, “If any- 
thing happeng to the ship, it will mean 
sudden death for me—then sudden 
glory.” Commenting on the death of 
mutual friends in a letter to a buddy 10 
days before he died, Jack declared: 
“What a privilege to give our lives for 
our country! What a hope a Christian 
has after death—eternity with the Lord 
Jesus Christ and loved ones!” Jack had 
no fear of death because he was a Chris- 
tian, a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ 
as his personal Saviour. 


Jack Armstrong was a typical “All- 





American boy.” Born and raised in 
Austin, Minnesota, he was an outstand- 
ing athlete in high school before he en- 
listed in the Navy when he was 18. Al- 
though he was brought up in a Chris- 
tian home, it wasn’t until he boarded the 
U.S.S. West Virginia on his first naval 
assignment that he saw himself as a lost 
sinner in need of a Saviour. There, his 
first day on board the strange ship, Jack 
met a Christian sailor who handed him 
a tract. : 


Thinking this big, good-looking young 
recruit wouldn’t have time for the things 
of God, the sailor was surprised to find 
Jack an eager listener to the testimony 
of another Navigator (member of Chris- 
tian sailors’ club); and when the plan of 
salvation and the story of Calvary was 
told him, Jack was anxious to go below 
decks and surrender his life to Christ 
completely. 


“From that day on,” writes this sailor 
who led Jack to Christ, “Jack Arm- 
strong’s life began to be a power house 
for our Lord and a challenge to any red- 
blooded he-man ... His growth in grace 
was remarkable, because he lived on the 
Word.” Another of Jack’s buddies 
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claimed that no matter when he passed 
Jack’s bunk he was either reading his 
Bible, going over his prayer list or 
memorizing scripture verses. Witness- 
ing to’ his shipmates wherever he was, 
Jack left a shining testimony for Christ 
to hundreds of men. 


One year before his death Jack re- 
turned home on his way from Hawaii 
to New York to board the new Aélanta. 
There he preached Christ to his old 
schoolmates over the radio and from the 
church, seeing God work in the hearts 
of many of his old acquaintances, “What 
a wonderful Saviour we have! Oh, that I 
might be more conscious of His presence 
in my life!” he prayed in a letter to a 
friend at that time. 


Back on ship somewhere in the Pacific 
six months later Jack wrote stirring let- 
ters of the power of Christ in his life 
and the lives of the men to whom he wit- 
nessed: “I wouldn’t trade the position I 
am in right now for any other place in 
the world, because I am confident I am 
where the Lord Jesus Christ put me... 
My personal relationships with the Lord 
Jesus Christ have been the happiest 
times of my Christian life... It’s great 
to be serving a living, reigning Christ, 
isn’t it? I would not trade my relation- 
ship with Him for anything on this 
earth!” 


Witnessing for Christ incessantly, 
Jack reported leading four men to Christ 
at that time and conducting a Sunday 
Bible class aboard ship, with 15 to 20 
men attending. Then, just 10 short 
days before the fatal battle of Guadal- 
canal, Jack wrote of thrilling experi- 
ences with the men aboard his ship and 
of his weekly Bible class of 12 to 25. 


But, as he said, “numbers don’t count 
so much. It’s. man-to-man talks about 
God’s Word that really count, after all. 
The Lord Jesus Christ continues to be- 
come more real and personal to me as 
the time rolls around. I am reading 
eight or 10 chapters (in the Bible) a day 
now. We have had a very profitable and 
joyful time of study in the book of John 
for the last eight months. Many men 
are turning to the Lord Jesus Christ and 
being saved... .” 


“These ringing words of testimony — 


were the last Jack ever wrote, for within 
a month his body lay in a Hawaiian 
grave; but his soul had gone to the 
Saviour he loved. 
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The Great Christian Pledge 


By Rev. Gerald B. Winrod, D. D. 





: bees Apostle’s Creed—the greatest of 

all creeds written in the history of 
the Church, contains twelve natural di- 
visions. The first five were discussed 
in the March Defender. The remaining 
seven have been reserved for the present 
issue. The clauses, numbering six to 
twelve, are as follows: 


6. He ascended into heaven, and sit- 
teth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty: 


7. From thence He shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead. 


8. I believe in the Holy Ghost: 


9. The Holy Catholic Church: the com- 
munion of saints; 


10. The forgiveness of sins; 
11. The resurrection of the body: and 


12. The life everlasting. Amen. 


* * * 


(6) He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

The entrance of the Lord Jesus Christ 
into this life was a miracle. His de- 
parture was likewise miraculous. There 
is no earthly way of explaining how He 
transcended gravity at the time of His 
Ascension. 


Christianity is supernaturalism. There 
is little danger of over emphasizing the 
supernatural element in our Faith. It 
is a mistake to try to cast the Gospel 
message in the moulds of naturalism. 
Belief in the supernatural gives an up- 
ward reach to: the soul, that satisfies the 
worshipful instinct with which the hu 
man spirit is endowed. 


The five hundred persons who ac- 





companied the Master to the Mount of 
Ascension were awe-stricken with the 
‘event. Luke describes precisely what 
happened: “He was parted from them, 
and carried up into heaven.” A feeling 
of loneliness crept over the little band 
that descended the slopes of Mount 
Olivet. Life could never be the same 
again with Him gone! They were lone- 
ly, but triumphant .. . heartsick but 
comforted. 


The appearances of the Son of God in 
a human body were at an end. He was 
gone. But His presence was more real 
at that moment than ever before. His 
parting words echoed in their hearts: 
“It is expedient for you that I go away. 
When the Comforter is come, whom I 
will send unto you from the Father, even 
the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth 
from the Father, he shall testify of me.” 


The substance of Christ’s Ascension 
body remains a mystery. It was dif- 
ferent, and of a higher order, than any- 
thing known to natural man. The body 
which He wore after His triumph over 
the tomb, became the pattern for the 
Christian in the after life. “But now is 
Christ risen from the dead, and become 
the firstfruits of them that slept.” The 
term “firstfruits’ means that He was 
the Pattern or Example for believers. 
Their bodies will be like His body. 


When a loved one is taken to the city 
of the dead . .. when the fatal message 
comes from some battlefield of the world 
that a son has fallen, those left behind 
ask instinctively: “Will we see mother, 
brother, father, son again?” The be- 
liever often finds himself meditating 
upon such questions: “What will we be 
like in the other world . . . what kind of 





bodies will we wear... how will the re- 
deemed personality be garbed?” 


For answers to these and kindred 
questions, we only need to climb the hill 
of Olivet, take our places with the loyal 
five hundred, and view the Ascension 
demonstration. “Beloved, now are we the 
sons of God, and it doth not yet appear 
what we shall be: but we know that, 
when he shall apear, WE SHALL BE 
LIKE HIM.” 


John continued in the next verse by 
saying: “And every man that hath this 
hope in him purifieth himself, even as he 
is pure.’ This expresses the heart 
yearning of every child of God although 
he may often fall below his cherished 
ideals. Saint Augustine commented upon 
this passage as follows: “Thou puri- 
fiest thyself, not of thyself, but of Him 
who comes that He may dwell in thee.” 
Continually beholding Christ uppermost 
in affection, generates likeness, even as 
the face of the moon being always turned 
toward the sun, reflects its light and 


glory. 


Early Christian artists meant well, 
but their best efforts did violence to 
the Ascension. They failed to depict 
upon canvas, the spiritual significance of 
the event. Their efforts to convey the 
tender emotions of the onlookers were 
pathetic. The contrasts were too great 
for paint, brush and the human imagina- 
tion to capture. At one moment the 
Lord was present with the five hundred. 
The next moment He was not with them. 
The scene completely changed in an in- 
stant. “He blessed them, he was parted 
from them, and they worshipped him.” 


—Turn To Page 4. 
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Following the reference to the Ascen- 
sion, the Creed continues: “And sitteth 
on the right hand of God the Father, 
Almighty.” 


These words tend to direct one’s 
thoughts toward the fourth and fifth 
chapters of the book of Hebrews, where 
Christ is presented as the Christian’s 
High Priest, interceding at the Throne 
of God. Humans are admitted into the 
holy of holies of God’s presence only 
through this exalted office. 


The record says that our High Priest 
was “taken from among men” —not 
from among angels, because they are in- 
capable of entering into a fellow-feeling 
with us. Jesus knows human nature. 
He wore a garb of flesh. He lived among 
men. He knows our problems, feelings, 
limitations, anxieties, heartaches. “For 
we have not an high priest which can- 
not be touched with the feelings of our 
infirmities; but was in all points tempted 
like as we are, yet without sin.” 


* * * 


(7) From thence He shall come to judge 
the quick and the dead. 

Judgment is not a pleasant subject 
upon which to meditate. No one likes 
the word and its annotations but it is 
deeply imbedded in human existence. 
Conscience warns of future retribution 
for sins committed unless they are wiped 
out through repentance in this life. One 
writer chooses to clothe this thought in 
the following language: 


“In our day, of course, pulpits do not 
ring out as in generations past with the 
note of judgment and its terror sounded 
purposely to soften stubborn hearts into 
repentance. But even though we have 
treated the theme lightly or not at all, 
the fact of judgment is real and vital. 
Only, judgment should have no terror 
for us if we are maintaining proper al- 
legiance to Jesus Christ as Saviour and 
Lord.” 


Jonathan Edwards, of New England, 
was one of the mightiest preachers of 
Judgment in the history of the Church. 
Preaching under the anointing of the 
Holy Spirit, he majored on the subject 
of retribution for sins committed. Like 
a stone dropped into a body of water, 
causing ripples to form in circles, reach- 
ing farther and farther, so Edwards’ 
message radiated first through his little 
community, then over New England and 





finally throughout the colonies and the 
English-speaking world. The imprimatur 
of divine approval rested upon the testi- 
mony. 


A study of the background from which 
this great spiritual awakening emerged, 
will encourage those who see the need 
of a similar visitation today. 


The early settlers along the Atlantic 
seaboard were deeply religious. They 
brought with them positive Christian 
convictions and a firm reliance upon 
God. The missionary motive, coupled 
with a desire for freedom of worship, 
caused them to cross the ocean in frail 
vessels and face almost insurmountable 
obstacles in the new world. Reaching 
America, they became occupied with the 
task of carving a civilization out of a 
wilderness. _ Soil had to be ‘broken, 
forests leveled, homes built, communities 
established, and at no time were they 
free from fear of the Indians. These 
and other things caused interest in re- 
ligious matters to wane. 


When Jonathan Edwards became 
Pastor of the little Church at North- 
ampton, Massachusetts in February 
1727, he faced a situation that would 
have caused the stoutest heart to waver. 
Years later, after the community had 
passed through the purifying fires of a 
mighty revival, he looked back and 
wrote: “It seemed to be a time of extra- 
ordinary dullness in religion; licentious- 
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ness for some years greatly prevailed 
among the youth of the town; there were 
many of them very much addicted to 
night walking and frequenting the tav- 
ern, and lewd practices, wherein some, 
by their example, exceedingly corrupted 
others. Indeed family government did 
much fail in the town.” 


Like Elijah of old, Jonathan Edwards 
became a prophet of wrath. He pre- 
sented, in stentorian tones, the hideous- 
ness of sin and its consequences, the cer- 
tainty of doom and judgment for those 
who flagrantly violate the precepts of 
God. He fired the imagination, probed 
the conscience, and hammered the will 
of his hearers. Being a man of piety and 
prayer, possessed of a reticence toward 
worldly affairs, devoted to the persual 
of philosophical] and theological subjects, 
he was equipped by nature for the duties 
thrust upon him. 


One day, while reading the Scriptures, 
he was struck with the importance of 
these words: “Now unto the King 
eternal, immortal, invisible, the only 
wise God, be honor and glory for ever 
and ever. Amen.” He went back and 
weighed these words one at a time, medi- 
tating long and well upon their signifi- 
eance. Finally they gripped him and 
he gripped them. A vision of the power 
and majesty of God flooded his soul. 


Dr. Frank Grenville Beardsley says in 


his book Heralds of Salvation: “Never . 


had any words of Scripture affected 
Edwards in such a way as these words. 
He thought within himself what an ex- 
cellent being is God and how happy he 
should be to enjoy Him, to be wrapt up 
in Him, in Heaven, and as it were to be 
swallowed up in Him forever. He kept 
repeating these words of the Apostle 
and went to pray to God in a manner 
quite different from his former custom 
and with a new affection, that he might 
enjoy Him.” 


me 


Out of this new inward experience 
came a realization of God — not only as 
a loving Father, but also a just Judge 
Who adhered to the principles of exact 
justice. Transgression of the laws of 
the Infinite, recorded in the superna- 
turally inspired Word, provoked divine 
wrath upon the sinner. Unless Grace 
intervened to deliver the guilty one, un- 
speakable suffering would follow. 
Every sinner must accept Calvary or 
face Judgment. There was no _ alter- 
native. 
Jonathan Edwards to a rebellious gener- 
ation. 
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Strange things began to happen in 
Northampton and vicinity. One partic- 
ularly vicious young man was smitten 
by sudden illness and died two days 
later, with no indication of having re- 
pented for his sins. A feeling of seri- 
ousness swept over the community, 
which caused people to reflect upon the 
tragic condition of a soul eternally lost. 
This was followed almost immediately 
by the death of a young woman, who re- 
penting on her death bed, passed out of 
this life happy and cheerful. These two 
events caused people far and near to 
think and talk about matters pertaining 
to eternity and the destiny of the soul. 
Edwards began preaching with new zeal 
about faith, justification through Grace, 
the justice of God and damnation of 
sinners. 


The time came when he could write: 
“There was scarcely a single person in 
town, either old or young, that was left 
unconcerned about the great things of 
the eternal world.” 


Jonathan Edwards’ most effective ser- 
mon on Judgment, delivered at a Sunday 
morning service in Northampton, bore 
the title “Sinners in the Hands of an 
Angry God.” He took his text from 
Deuteronomy 32:35, “Their foot shall 
slide in due time.” 


He had spoken only a few minutes 
when an atmosphere of awe seemed to 
settle upon the congregation. People 
gasped and groaned. His words fell like 
sledge hammer blows upon their minds 
and hearts. Some trembled so much 
that they had to grip the pews to keep 
from sliding to the floor. A Minister on 
the platform behind the speaker, shouted 
involuntarily: “Mr. Edwards! Mr. Ed- 
wards! Is not God a God of mercy?” 


The few sentences below reproduced 
from this famous sermon, will be suf- 
ficient to emphasize Jonathan Edwards’ 
faith in that clause of the Apostles’ 
Creed which says: “From thence He 
shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead.” Edwards wrote all of his mes- 
sages by long hand and read them to 
audiences in calm and unimpassioned 
tones. The message, “Sinners in the 
Hands of an Angry God” contained these 
words: 


“There are black clouds of God’s 
wrath now hanging directly over your 
heads, full of the dreadful storm, and 
big with thunder; the sovereign pleasure 
of God for the present stays his rough 
wind; otherwise your destruction would 
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you from falling into the fire every mo- 
ment; it is ascribed to nothing else, that 
you did not go to hell last night; that 
you were suffered to awake again in this 
world, after you closed your eyes to 
sleep; and there is no other reason to be 
given, why you have not dropped into 
hell since you arose in the morning, but 
that God’s hand has held you up; there 
is no’ other reason why you have not 
gone to hell, since you have sat here in 
the house of God, provoking his pure 
eyes by your sinful manner of attending 
his solemn worship: yes there is nothing 


come like a whirlwind, and you would be 
like the chaff of the ‘summer threshing 
floor. 


“The God that holds you over the pit 
of hell, much as one holds a spider, or 
some loathsome insect, over the fire, 
abhors you, and is dreadfully provoked; 
his wrath towards you burns like fire; 
he looks upon you as worthy of nothing 
else, but to be cast into the fire; he is 
of purer eyes than to bear to have you in 
his-sight; you are ten thousand times as 
abominable in his eyes, as the most hate- 
ful and venomous serpent is in ours. 


“It is nothing but his hand that holds 
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else that is to be given as a reason why 
you do not this very moment drop down 
into hell.” 


Judgment is a reality. Reference to it 
belongs in the Christian’s Pledge. The 
writers of the Creed did not seek to 
gloss over the fact of retribution for sins 
committed in the flesh. 


Every sin demands wages and carries 
its own penalty. The soul out of Christ 
engages in evil practices without the 
sting of remorse which the believer feels 
—even though the sin of the latter may 
appear trivial. Contact with the Holy 
Spirit sensitizes the conscience. A hein- 
ous sin may seem small to a worldly- 
minded person, whereas a small trans- 
gression looms large in the soul of a 
child of God. The reason is self-evident. 
The believer is solving the sin problem 
in this life. The unbeliever will face the 
sin problem in the Judgment. 


Jesus Christ is the sin-bearer of all 
who accept Him as personal Saviour. 
“He knew no sin,” but became sin! When 
the redeemed saint becomes entrapped 
by temptation and yields to the lure of 
sin, remorse pierces his soul, sincere re- 
pentance follows, and Christ takes the 
burden. Human nature is devoid of sav- 
ing and keeping power. Grace must 
come to the rescue. “For by grace are ye 
saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God.” 


The unbeliever, who rejects proffered 
mercy and has no knowledge of saving 
Grace, faces Judgment in the life to 
come. There will be a day of accounting 
for the deeds done in the body. “And 
they were judged every man according 
to their works.” Revelation 20:13. 


* * * 
(8) I Believe in the Holy Ghost. 


Sections eight and nine of the Creed 
blend together. The former exalts the 
Holy Ghost and the latter deals with the 
Church. This association is confirmed by 
the closing words of the New Testament: 
“The Spirit and the bride say come.” 
The Church is the vehicle through which 
the Holy Ghost operates. 


During the days of His flesh, our Lord 
established a fellowship which He knew 
would eventually expand and encircle 
the world. His followers collectively, 
comprising the Church, were given a 
specific mission to perform. The Holy 


Spirit, as Enlightener, Comforter and 
Guide, was clothed with authority to di- 
rect the program. 


A well known Preacher who manifests 
greater interest in spiritual power than 
theological interpretations, has this to 
say: 


“Sometimes in the midst of the kalei- 
doscopic changes of our day it seems im- 
possible to believe that there is guidance. 
And yet, in spite of currents and counter- 
currents of philosophies that would un- 
dermine Christian faith and life, there is 
a calm bed-stream of divine influence 
attributable to no other than the Holy 
Spirit. He still searches the hearts of 
men. He is still the divine magnet by 
which the higher devotions of mankind 
are directed toward Jesus Christ, the 
pole of all human hope and destiny.” 


While facing the anguish of Calvary, 
our Lord sought to prepare the hearts of 
the disciples to receive the Holy Ghost. 
The fourteenth chapter of John’s Gospel 
contains His statement of introduction 
regarding to Third Person of the God- 
head: 


“And I will pray the Father, and he 
shall give you another Comforter, that 
he may abide with you for ever; Even 
the Spirit of truth; whom the world can- 
not receive, because it seeth him not, 
neither knoweth him: but ye know him; 
for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in 
you. I will not leave you comfortless: 
I will come to you.” 


These words breathed hope for the be- 
reaved disciples who were sure to mourn 
the Saviour’s departure. By the coming 
of the Holy Ghost,. the presence of Christ 
was not only continued among His spir- 
itually enlightened followers, but ren- 
dered more efficacious and blissful than 
before. 


In John 16:7-15, Jesus outlined the 
salient features of the Holy Ghost’s min- 
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istry among men during the age of the 
Church. The Third Person of the Trin- 
ity is called the Comforter — an English 
term derived from the Greek word 
“Paraclete,” which means Advocate, 
Counselor or One who comes to help. 


The Master then explained that a vital 
phase of the Spirit’s ministry would be 
to convict hearts of sin. “He will re- 
prove the world of sin.” A sermon, 
hymn, Scripture text, Gospel tract, deed 
of kindness, intercessory prayer or testi- 
mony, may be divinely used in causing 
some soul to identify himself as a sinner 
in need of a Saviour. 


The Holy Ghost was also introduced 
by the Lord as a faithful Guide. “He will 
guide you.” In joy or sorrow, pain or 
pleasure, prosperity or adversity, the 
spiritually illuminated child of God is 
conscious that Romans 8:28 never fails. 
This is indeed a glorious assurance! 


The Spirit is omniscient —all wise. 
For this reason, the Christian is not 
solely dependent upon human wisdom. 
However trying the experience, He “of 
Whom, and through Whom, and to 
Whom are all things,” will not suffer 
the divine purpose to be thwarted by 
anything really adverse to those who 
love Him. Suffering is frequently a 
blessing in disguise. " 


Jesus likewise referred to the fact of 
prophecy in announcing the coming of 
the Holy Ghost. “He will shew you 
things tc come.” A large amount of 
Scripture is devoted to the subject of 
prophecy. The Paraclete is present to 
enlighten the minds of those who seek 
for knowledge and understanding in this 
realm. Prophetical discernment supplies 
chart and compass in time of storm. 


The Holy Ghost, as a member of the 
Eternal Trinity, has enjoyed conscious 
existence from the dawn of eternity. He 
aided in the creation of the earth and its 
innumerable forms of life. He was pres- 
ent when man was created. Hence the 
words: “Let US make man.” 


Three. Persons comprise the Trinity — 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost. The Eng- 
lish word “person,” comes from _ the 
Latin, “persona,” and means a mask, 
representing the outward form in which 
a rational, self-conscious being lives and 
has expression. God, the one Eternal 
Spirit, manifests Himself through three 
masks or personalities. The Three are 
one in substance, but individual in mani- 
festation. 






eo of _2f we ah tat Oe 6 Oh 606klCUlC CO 





Ss Fe ee 


















ofr <3 bt 6A het Url lhl 




























ee ee ee, ee ee ee ee ee 




















APRIL, 1944 


Defender 


7 





The three-petaled blossom has been 
aptly used as a symbol for conveying 
this truth. One life permeates all three 
petals, uniting them inseparably. There 


. are not three separate lives, or individu- 


alities, but one, which expresses all of 
its attributes and qualities in each of the 
petals. God, the invisible one, manifests 
His life and attributes in each of the 
three personalities. The entire Trinity 
is ever present in each of its members. 
When one is dominant, the other two re- 
main recessive, yet expressing their 
united qualities in the task at hand. 


It was foreordained from eternity that 
the Holy Ghost should be dominant in 
the Church. The Fathers who wrote the 
Creed had this in mind when they coined 
the immortal words, “I believe in the 
Holy Ghost.” 


* * * 


(9) The Holy Catholic Church; the com- 
munion of saints. 


The meaning of the term Catholic is 
general, or universal. It covers a wide 
range, and when used in connection with 
the*Church, implies the world-wide, mis- 
sionary scope of the institution. The idea 
promulgated in this section of the Creed 
is also found in Mark 16:15, where Jesus 
said: “Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature.” 
The word Catholic is an adjective, rather 
than a proper noun. 


In the subject called Christian Evi- 
dences, the Church of Jesus Christ is 
correctly presented as the greatest 
phenomenon of history. A Man appeared 
on this earth nineteen hundred years 
ago, possessing none of those human at- 
tachments which are generally asso- 
ciated with greatness. He lived, toiled, 
preached, healed and was crucified. He 
made bitter-enemies. His life was one of 


. poverty. “Foxes have holes, and birds of 


the air have nests; but the Son of man 
hath not where to lay his head.” 


Crucified at the age of thirty-three, 
His body was laid to rest in a quiet tomb. 
Then the thing happened which only a 
few persons were expecting. He came 
forth in triumphant Resurrection. After 
that He presented Himself to His follow- 
ers. Before ascending into Heaven, He 
admonished them to return to Jerusalem 
for special prayer, in order to be clothed 
with supernatural power. There was a 
lightning flash at Pentecost, and the 
Church started its march across the cen- 
turies. 





Our Lord warned His followers that 
they would live in an unfriendly environ- 
ment. He said: “I send you forth as 
sheep in the midst of wolves.” Despite 
the vicissitudes of the centuries — dis- 
sension within, enemies without, fire, 
dungeon and sword, the Cause of Christ 
has prevailed. “Like a mighty army, 
Moves the Church of God; Brothers, we 
are treading, Where the saints have 
trod.” 


“The communion of saints.” The finest 
fraternal feelings known to mankind 
exists between the members of Christ’s 
body. Christians throughout the world, 
regardless of racial or geographical 
boundaries are partakers of the same 
Eternal life stream. “For as we have 
many members in one body, and all 
members have not the same office: so 





we, being many, are one body in Christ, 
and every one members one of another.” 


Thus, in the truest sense, Christianity 
is an organism, rather than an organiza- 
tion. If one part of the human body 
suffers, the pain is registered through- 
out the entire system. In like manner, 
when Christians in any part of the world 
suffer persecution, the entire body of 
Christ reacts. From the stoning of 
Stephen down to the present hour, the 
blood of martyrs has been the seed of 
the Church. Persecution drove the early 
Christians close together. They leaned 
heavily upon each cther. In time of sor- 
row and suffering, they sought to com- 
fort one another. To them, communion 
and fellowship became the sweetest 
thing next to Heaven! 


—Turn To Page 8. 
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John wrote about this feeling of heart 
warmth which existed in Apostolic 
times: “We know that we have passed 
from death unto life, because we love the 
brethren.” 


When the writers of the Creed re- 
ferred to the communion of the saints, 
they were undoubtedly thinking of two 
groups — the saints in Heaven and also 
those remaining on earth. The word 
saint means, a devoted one. Saints are 
persons devoted to Christ. 

* * * 

(10) The forgiveness of sins. 

Sin originated in the bosom of a free 
moral agent — Lucifer, the arch angel. 
The prophet Isaiah, looking back upon 
the collapse of the Luciferian kingdom, 
described this exalted being as deliber- 
ately and defiantly placing his will in 
opposition to the will of God. “For thou 
hast said in thine heart, I will ascend 
into heaven, I will exalt my throne above 
the stars of God: I will sit also upon the 
mount of the congregation, in the sides 
of the north: I will ascend above the 
heights of the clouds; I will be like the 
most High.” 


The word “sins” is not the plural for 
sin. There is one root sin known to the 
human family, and all sins originate 
from this source. Sin is perverted free 
moral agency. Lucifer had the capacity 
to accept or reject. He could say yes. 
He could say no. He chose to defy God. 
His wrong choice brought discord into 
the universe. This ultimately resulted in 
sin and suffering for our humanity. 


Man is likewise a free moral agent. 
He can accept or reject the divine plan 
of salvation. By yielding the will to God, 
one is literally transplanted from the 
first Adam to the second Adam. 

The will of the Lord Jesus Christ was 
completely submerged with that of His 
Father. Even in the Garden of Geth- 
semane, He prayed: “Nevertheless not 
as I will, but as thou wilt.” This atti- 
tude was exactly the opposite of Lucifer 
who said: “I will.” 


The story of the temptation in Eden is 
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vivid in every mind. Sin appearing first 
in Satan, then in man, finally brought 
about the defilement of nature. “All 
have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God.” No amount of human effort 
can restore the right relationship be- 
tween God and man. The Fall of man 
made necessary the Atonement of Christ. 


Jesus Christ loves sinners. He con- 
stantly associated with them while on 
earth. Had there been only one sinner 
in the world, He would have withdrawn 
from the ivory palaces, assumed a garb 
of flesh and entered this plane of exis- 
tence to save him. 


The eighth chapter of Luke describes 
three incidents, showing how our Lord 
invested His time while on earth. In the 
country of the Gadarenes, He contacted 
a poor demented person, expelled demons 
from his soul and set his captive spirit 
free . . . after which the man returned 
home “clothed in his right mind.” Jesus 
Christ is the man Saviour! 


The next person mentioned in the 
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chapter is a small girl, the daughter of 
Jairus. She was ill with a fever and the 
record says, “lay dying.” The Lord was 
invited to the home. Before arriving, a 
messenger approached Jairus, saying: 
“Thy daughter is dead; trouble not the 
Master.” The parents of the child, to- 
gether with friends and neighbors, were 
weeping. Jesus took her by the hand 
and said: “Maid, arise.” Jesus Christ is 
the child Saviour! 


The third. person in this narrative is 
“a woman having an issue of blood 
twelve years, which had spent all her 
living upon physicians, neither could be 
healed by any.” Touching the hem of 
the Master’s garment, she became the 
recipient of a current of spiritual power. 
Jesus Christ is the woman Saviour! 


Man Saviour, child Saviour, woman 
Saviour. “Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world. 


* * * 


(11) The Resurrection of the Body. 


The deepest thoughts with which the 
human mind can grapple are those that 
relate to the survival of personality, 
after the dissolution of the physical 
body. .Our sources of information’ con- 
sist chiefly of the worshipful instinct 
which exists in every breast, the natural 
ery of the human spirit for continued 
existence, the plain teaching of the 
Scriptures and the fact that a Man came 
to this earth, passed through death, and 
returned from the other side. 


It is to be questioned if words more 
eloquent than those of the late William 
Jennings Bryan, have ever been penned 
on this subject: 


“If the Father deigns to touch with 
divine power the cold and pulseless heart 
of the buried acorn and to make it burst 
forth from its prison walls, will He leave 
neglected in the earth the soul of man, 
made in the image of his Creator? If 
He stoops to give to the rosebush, whose 
withered blossoms float upon the autumn 
breeze, the sweet assurance of another 
springtime, will He refuse the words of 
hope to the sons of men when the frosts 
of winter come? 


“Tf matter, mute and _ inanimate, 
though changed by the forces of nature 
into a multitude of forms, can never die, 
will the imperial spirit of man suffer 
annihilation when it has paid a brief 
visit like a royal guest to this tenement 
of clay? 
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“No, I am sure that He who, notwith- 
standing His apparent  prodigality, 
created nothing without a purpose, and 
wasted not a single atom in all His cre- 
ation, has made provision for a future 
life in which man’s universal longing for 
immortality will find its realization. I 
am as sure that we live again as I am 
sure that we live today. 


“In Cairo I secured a few grains of 
wheat that had slumbered for more than 
thirty centuries in an Egyptian tomb. 
As I looked at them this thought came 
into my mind: If one of those grains had 
been planted on the banks of the Nile the 
year after it grew, and all its lineal de- 
scendants had been planted and replant- 
ed from that time until now, its progeny 
would today be sufficiently numerous to 
feed the teeming millions of the world. 
An unbroken chain of life connects the 
earliest grains of wheat with the grains 
that we sow and reap. 


“There is in the grain of wheat an in- 
visible something which has the power 
to discard the body that we see, and from 
earth and air fashion a new body so 
like the old one that we can not tell the 
one from the other. If this invisible 
germ of life in the grain of wheat can 
thus pass unimpaired through three 
thousand resurrections, I shall not doubt 
that my soul has power to clothe itself 
with. a body suited to its new existence 
when this earthly frame has crumbled 
into dust.” 


* * * 
(12) The life everlasting. Amen. 


Material bodies are transitory. They 
exist in process of change from the 
cradle to the grave. Every human being 
starts dying the day he is born. His 
body brings with it the seeds of decay 
and disintegration. Worn out body cells 
are constantly passing away, to be re- 
placed by new ones. 


A man who professes to know his sub- 
ject, declares in a half jocular mood: 


Defender 


“A French chemist has it figured out 
that you are worth about eight dollars. 
There is in your body enough by-prod- 
ucts to make an ordinary nail, enough 
salt to fill an ordinary salt cellar, 
enough sugar to fill a small sugar bowl, 
enough lime to whitewash a chicken 
coop, enough phosphorus to make a 
dozen matches, enough magnesia for one 
dose.” 


The Apostle Paul wrote to the Church 
at Corinth: “For we know that if our 
earthly house of this tabernacle were 
dissolved, we have a building of God, an 
house not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens.” 


In this passage of Scripture, Paul ap- 
parently found that the word “house” 
conveyed too much the thought of per- 
manency, when used in connection with 
the human body. So he supplemented it 
with the words “of this tabernacle.” 
This phrase implies a shifting structure. 
The Tabernacle in the wilderness ‘was 
moved from place to place. The physical 
body is ever undergoing change. 


The wooden frame and curtains of the 
wilderness Tabernacle wore out in course 
of time, and a permanent Temple was 
erected as a substitute.- The two build- 
ings were alike in all essentials. There 
was the same cloud of glory, the same 
ark and sacred utensils. Such is the 
relation between the earthly body and 
the resurrection body. 


The Holy Spirit is enshrined in the 
believer’s body as the Shekinah glory 
burned in the holy of holies. As the ark 
departed first when the Tabernacle was 
being taken down, so the soul leaves the 
body at dissolution. The ark was 
sprinkled with the blood of atonement. 
The redeemed soul is cleansed by the 
blood of Christ. Next the coverings of 
the building were removed, answering 
to the flesh. Finally the framework and 
boards, typifying the bones, were the 
last to give way. 
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Let it be remembered that by secular 
profession Paul was a. tentmaker. In 
the foregoing imagery, he drew upon his 
trade to help the Corinthian Church un- 
derstand the relation of natural life to 
everlasting life. 








The word “dissolved,” used in the pas- 
sage, is a mild expression for death. Be- 
lievers do not shrink from death. They 
only rebel at the act of dying. Paul re- 
garded this change as a mere transition, 
whereby the chemical elements fashioned 
in the form of flesh, pass through dis- 
solution. When the spirit sheds its outer 
physical covering, nothing is subtracted 
from the true personality. 


A solid building, an eternal structure, 


is projected, when the earthly house dis- 
on 
—Turn To Page 10. 
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solves. Touched ‘by the hand of immor- 
tality, the Christian no longer dwells in 
a temporary tabernacle or tent. The 
new deathless, diseaseless body being 
patterned according to the one Christ 
brought from the tomb, is “not made 
with hands.” 


Elsewhere in his writings, Paul speaks 
of our Lord having “abolished death,” 
thereby bringing “life and immortality 
to light.” Jesus referred to Heaven 
many times in the four Gospels. He un- 
veiled it as a place of indescribable 
beauty and loveliness with associations 
of purest joy and happiness. “That is 
more than mere survival,” says a well 
known Preacher, “It is life everlasting.” 


The creators of the Christian Pledge 
believed this great truth. Let us repeat 
it with them: “I believe . .. in the life 
everlasting. Amen.” 


* * * 


HE validity of the Apostles’ Creed is 
attested by its survival. Many believe 
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it was written by the aside: We know 
it was in use among Christians in early 
times. Until this hour, no important re- 
vision has been suggested by devotees of 
the Faith. Some Protestant bodies have 
changed the word “Catholic,” to “Cen- 
tral,” in the ninth division, but this in 
no way affects its doctrinal content. 


Facts cannot be revised. A straight 
line will forever remain the shortest 
distance between two points. Two and 
two can only equal four. An irresistible 
force could not dislocate an immovable 
object. There are some things in life 














that cannot be questioned. 


Similarly . .. sin is a fact. All have 
sinned. Only the Lord Jesus Christ can 
redeem. The Holy Ghost is in the world. 
The Church exists. God is a real Father. 
Eternity is sure. These are bedrock 
truths which defy question. 


When, out of a sincere heart, the be- 
liever quotes this sacred Creed, it is like 
wearing a badge indicating that he has 
taken his place among those who have 
gone beyond superficiality and contacted 
permanent, enduring verities that have 
to do with time and eternity. 
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The following statement and let- 
ter were placed in the Congres- 
sional Record by Congressman 
Mike Mansfield . . . March 10, 
1944. They express the kind of sen- 
timent which Christian people 
heartily approve in the present 
crisis. 











R. SPEAKER, under unanimous con- 

sent, I am inserting in the Record a 
letter from one of the finest men I have 
ever known. At the present time this 
man, Lt. Erling Jacobson, is serving as 
Chaplain in the United States Navy in 
the Pacific war zone. My opinion of him 
is, I know, shared by all who have had 
the privilege of his acquaintance. 


His kindliness, sense of fair play, and 
his understanding of his fellow man have 
endeared him not only to the people of 
his particular faith, but to those of other 
faiths as well. Our friendship is of some 
years’ standing. Over that period of time 





we have discussed many problems and 
questions concerning our Country and 
its future. It has also been my privilege 
to appear before his brotherhood group 
on various occasions to discuss national 
matters of the moment. The brotherhood 
group, like their Pastor, were vitally in- 
terested in the welfare oi our Nation, and 
my contacts with them not only cemented 
personal friendships, but they also made 
my faith in America so much stronger. 


When Lieutenant Jacobson left his Pas- 
torate in Missoula to enter his Country’s 
service he did so because he felt there 
was a real need for the type of work 
he could perform. I know he felt keenly 
about leaving Missoula and that that 
feeling was reciprocated by those who 
knew him, there is no doubt. He would 
not have been happy living his life in 
beautiful and peaceful Missoula while 
his Country was in danger and the world 
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in a state of chaos. 


Considering his character and his deep 
sense of duty, he could do no less and 
no more than follow the course he has 
chosen in offering his services to the 
Nation in its hour of need. That he is 
doing an excellent job is taken for grant- 
ed, and we, who know him, feel that the 
ship, regiment, or station to which he is 
attached is indeed a fortunate unit. 


We are looking forward to the day 
when he will be back with us once again 
because he is truly one of God’s men and 
we, of Montana, are proud of him. 


The letter follows: 
* * * 


Ships Company Receiving Station, 
Fleet Post Office, Navy 131, 
San Francisco, Calif., February 27, 1944. 


The Honorable Michael Mansfield, 
Congress of the United States, 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mike: I am going to take a few 
minutes off this evening at the close of 
a rather quiet day to write the note that 
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has been clamoring for consideration for 
months. I realize that it isn’t quite the 
thing to do for a man in the armed forces 
to write his Congressman. However, 
there can truly be nothing amiss for a 
man to write his friend, can there, and 
especially when he seeks no politicai 
largess, nor personal gain? In fact, my 
only reason for writing this letter, if a 
reason must be given, is what might 
prompt a man to go to his telephone and 
call up his friend and say “How’s 
things?” 


I know something of how things are 
with you. I have been noticing by the 
occasional newspapers and periodicals 
that you are doing the kind of a job 
that many of us some years ago knew 
you would do if you ever got to Congress; 
and, incidentally, did it ever please me to 
hear of your committee appointments, es- 
pecially the one to Foreign Affairs. The 
good Lord had his hand in that. 


If ever we needed level-headed, well- 
informed, Christian men on that commit- 
tee it is now and in the years to come. 
You see I am now in New Caledonia, and 
I see first-hand how difficult interna- 
tional good will is. It is somewhat dis- 
illusioning, I must say. I try not to suc- 
cumb to the temptation to become defeat- 
ist, and despairing both so far as domes- 
tic and international problems are con- 
cerned but I fear I should if I were not 
a man of faith and if I did not know 
that we had men in Congress who, like 
you, are dominated by Christian and hu- 
manitarian motives, and who “study to 
make yourselves approved.” May God 
give you and your colleagues the wisdom, 
the charity, and the courage which will 
be required for your tasks when we have 
finished ours of spanking these nasty 
men. 


I have now been overseas 13 months, 11 
months of which were spent in the war 
zone and forward area. Encountered my 
share of the hazards to health, life, and 
limb, but thus far have been spared any 
serious trouble. The wilting heat of these 
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tropics has been one of the most dis- 
agreeable features of the life, although 
the monotony of the life wasn’t any too 
enjoyable either. I didn’t expect comfort 
and luxury, however, and it is infinitely 
better to fight this war away from our 
shores. As a general rule the boys re- 
alize this too and consequently carry on 
like good sailors. 


My work is as challenging and inter- 
esting as anything can be. The chaplain- 
cy cannot begin to supplant the civilian 
ministry in my affecti-ns, however. The 
contact with family life and homes, and 
the friendships one forms when one re- 
mains in a Pastorate for a number of 
years are priceless beyond words. 


My people are very faithful about 
writing me so I keep up with affairs in 
beloved Missoula and western Montana. 
As you know, I am on leave for the dura- 
tion, so I shall return if and when. 


The hour is late, Mike, so I will have 
to retire. Please give my best regards to 
Mrs. Mansfield and to the daughter who, 
I suppose, is getting to be quite a young 
lady by this time. Again, my best wishes 
and God’s richest blessings. 


Fraternally, 


Erling R. Jacobson. 
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LETTER OF APPRECIATION 


Evangelistic Work Appreciated by Chap- 
lains of the United States Army. 





MAY army Chaplains place high 

estimate upon the constructive 
work being done these days, by the Ray- 
mond T. Richey Evangelistic Party, with 
their mammoth Red, White and Blue 
Gospel Tent — as they pitch it from one 
army camp to another. Men in uniform 
crowd the services to hear old-fashioned 
sermons and enjoy great Gospel music. 


Mr. Richey has received many letters 
from boys overseas, telling how they 
found Christ and were inspired in spir- 
itual matters by attending services in 
the tent. The attitude of Chaplains re- 
garding this important ministry is illus- 
trated by the following letter from Frank 
C. King, who observed the meetings 
held at Yuma, Arizona ... where sol- 
diers thronged the Richey services from 
neighboring army camps. 


* * * 


Evangelist Raymond T. Richey 
Richey Evangelistic Association, Inc. 
Houston, Texas 


Dear Mr. Richey: 


Please let me take this opportunity to 
thank you and your group for coming to 
Yuma with your Red, White, and Blue 
Tent and all its fine services and facili- 
ties. I was so glad that Yuma and its 
vicinity had the privilege of hearing your 
gospel messages, both in the tent and on 
the radio, and I am convinced that the 
seed sown will not return unto the Lord 
void of fruit. I personally was moved 
and impressed with your services and 
the various facilities that you used for 
promoting the kingdom of God. I be- 
lieve this was also true with the lives of 
many others whom you touched. 


Let me also thank you for the kind 
—Turn To Page 12. 
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favor you did for us here at the hospital 
by arranging for your brother, Mr. Leon- 
ard Richey, to show the moving pictures. 
Both the patients and the enlisted men 
were inspired by the moral and spiritual 


messages of the reels. The pamphlets | 
and booklets that you gave me to dis- | 
| on earth. Please convey to them my 


tribute were received with much inter- 
est on the part of those who took them. 





| 
| 
} 
| 


To me it is a source of satisfaction to 
know that the saving gospel of Christ 
can be preached by the spoken word, by 


| pictures and by the printed page. 


I feel that I owe to those who help sup- 
port you my gratitude also. By support- 
ing you they are doing a fine thing to 
help strengthen the kingdom of God here 


commendation for efforts that are in- 
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valuable. 

May the blessings of God, which you 
so richly deserve, rest wpon you and all 
of those who are associctted with you in 
your work for our'Saviour. i consider it 
a privilege to have you on my prayer 
list. 

Sincerely yours, 
(Signed) Frank C. King, 
Chaplain, U.S. A. 











Our Federal 


Constitution 





HE greatest heritage that has 

fallen to any single people in his- 
tory is our Federal Constitution. 
Its making was the greatest human 


achievement since Creation, and it | 
marked the greatest event in the | 


history of the world, save only the | 
| has stood the test of time. 


Birth of Christ. 


In this age of perplexing problems 
and chaotic conditions there is nothing 
that one can do with so great profit, to 
gain a clear ‘concept of cause and 


remedy, as to go back and read the his- | 


tory of this Country for a few years 
BEFORE the Constitution was written 
and a few years AFTER it was written. 


Grave concern was on every side and 
many of the people wanted to abandon 
further effort and turn back voluntarily 
to the monarchies of Europe. 


In that black night of chaos and dark- 
ness and despair, fifty-five men met in 
Philadelphia and wrote the Constitution; 
and almost immediately, 
time in the history of the world, govern- 
mentally, light began to come out of 
darkness, order began to come out of 
chaos. Within ten years thoughtful men 
and women everywhere in the world 
were asking the question: “What was it 


that those men did, that for the first 
time in the history of the world made a 
place, a land of liberty and opportunity 
for mankind?” It held the world in an 
attitude of awe and reverence and re- 
spect for more than a century, and it is 
the only governmental document that 


A CENTURY OF PROGRESS 


During the hundred years following 
its adoption and the founding of this Re- 
public we made more human progress, 
material, mental and moral, than the 
world had known in all time. During 
that hundred years we were ‘the most 
pormal people in our homes, in our 


| schools, in our churches and in our in- 


| dustry that history records. 


We de- 


| veloped more statesmen on American soil 


for the first | 


during that hundred years. While ad- 
hering more closely to representative 
government, than have been developed 
by all other governments of the world. 


When that outstanding statesman, 
William Pitt, who at twenty-four years 
of age was Prime Minister of England, 
read our Constitution, he exclaimed: “It 
will be the wonder and admiration of all 
future generations and the model of all 





future constitutions.” It is to the ever- 
lasting disgrace of every State in this 
Union, that they have not modeled their 
State Constitutions more nearly after 
the Federal Constitution; and it is a re- 
flection on the intelligence of every for- 
eign country that they did not translate 
our Constitution into their own language 
and make it the plan of their form of 
government. 


“BOUND BY OATH” 


The Constitution is to the science of 
government, all that the ten digits are to 
mathematics, the alphabet. to language, 
and the scale to music. It wisely pro- 
vides that all Senators and Representa- 
tives, members of the State Legislature 
and all Executive and Judicial officers 
both of the United States and of the sev- 
eral States, shall be bound by oath to 
support the Constitution. 


During recent years there has been a 
woeful lack of understanding of the 
meaning of that oath, or an indifference 
toward it that borders on contempt, on 
the part oi a very large proportion of 
our public officials, and this fact far 
more than most people realize accounts 
for the troublous times in which we find 
ourselves. 

This is a fitting time for calm and 


careful reflection as to whether we will 
stand for Constitutional adherence or 
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drift still farther on the wild waves of 
statutory amendments. Before the Con- 
stitution was written, the pendulum of 
government throughout the centuries had 
swung back and forth from monarch to 
the mob. It provided a middle ground 
between the two extremes of autocracy 
on the one hand and democracy on the 
other, the ‘golden mean between heredi- 
tary and direct government. 


It is that sterling quality and great 
virtue of the Constitution, that is too 
little understood and appreciated, by 


those who advocate departures and 
amendments. 

HANDLE WITH CARE 
Daniel Webster, who immortalized 


his name as “The great expounder of 
the Constitution,” made it quite clear 
when he said: 


“The experience of all ages will bear 
me out in saying that alterations of poli- 
tical systems are always attended with 
a greater or less degree of danger. They 
ought therefore never to be undertaken 
unless the evil complained of be really 
felt and the prospect of a remedy clear- 
ly seen. The politician that undertakes 
to improve a Constitution with as little 
thought as a farmer sets about mending 
his plow is no master of his trade. 


“If the Constitution be a systematic 
one, if it be a free one, its parts are so 
necessarily connected that an alteration 
in one will work an alteration in all and 
this cobbler, however pure and honest his 
intention, will in the end find that what 


came to his hands a fair, lovely fabric, ; 


goes from them a miserable piece of 
patchwork. ... 


“The true definition of despotism is 
government without law. It may exist 
in the hands of many as well as one. 
Rebellions are despotisms; factions are 
despotisms; loose democracies are des- 
potisms. These are a thousand times 
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| Hymn of the Constitution 


By Colonel Archibald Hopkins 
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With wisdom and with patient skill, 


thought, 
With zealous, consecrated will, 
Our patriotic fathers wrought. 


They laid foundations deep and wide, 


And reared on lines before untried 
A home for freedom and for man. 


They fortified each sacred right, 


And armed the weak against th 
strong. - 


Upon themselves they put restraint, 
Lest hasty passion, given range, 
Should silence reason with complaint, 
And bring some needless harmful 
change. 





| They wisely chose the middle way, 
A government of balanced powers, 
. Whose unobstructed interplay, 

| Secures the safety that is ours. 


They dreamed no fond Utopian dream, 
They knew that time brings growth 
and change, 
And did not frame a rigid scheme, 
1 Where growth and process may not 
range. 


All hasty change, they knew full well, 
With danger and destruction fraught, 
Would sound the Constitution’s knell, 
And bring their pains and toil to 
naught, 


Beneath the Constitution’s shade, 
A boon and shield of priceless worth, 
We stand erect and unafraid, 
Unmatched in all the teeming earth. ° 


The Constitution: still it stands, 
August, majestic, lofty, lone; 
No fabric wrought by human hands, 
Such strength and symmetry has 
shown. 


Supernal wisdom’s guiding ray, 
Sought by the founders on them fell; 
God of our fathers, hear us pray: 
Guard Thou our Constitution well. 





With learning and profoundest 


They made their own immortal plan, 


They shielded all from fraud or wrong, 
They curbed the power of selfish might, 


more dreadful than the concentration of 
all power in the hands of a single tyrant. 
The despotism of one man is like the 
thunderbolt which falls here and there, 
scorching and consuming the individual 
on whom it lights, but popular commo- 
tion, the despotism of the mob, is like an 
earthquake, which in one moment swal- 
lows up everything. It is the excellence 
of our government that it is placed in a 
proper medium between these two ex- 
tremes, that it is equally distant from 
mobs and thrones.” 


A study of the teachings ard convic- 
tions of Alexander Hamilton would be 
very helpful to all who are desirous of 
a better understanding of the science of 
government. He foresaw the grave 
danger that we might drift from repre- 
sentative toward direct government and 
warned strongly against it. 


A SACRED DOCUMENT 


It would have a far-reaching influence 
for good if the American people and the 
people of other countries who are seek- 
ing a way out of almost insurmountable 
difficulties, could be persuaded to study 
the Constitution and read the discussion 
that led up to the meeting of the Con- 
stitutional Convention and the argu- 
ments that were advanced in the “Fed- 
eralist” and elsewhere for its adoption. 


That discussion during that period of 
our history sheds so much light on the 
dangers and pitfalls to be avoided, and 
the things to be sought for in changing 
from revolutionary tendencies to order- 
ly processes, that it would be intensely 
illuminating to the peoples of other 
countries and exceedingly helpful to the 
American people at this time, when 
searching and testing questions are be- 
ing asked as to cause and effect. 

We adhered quite closely to the plan 


of the Constitution during the hundred 
years following its adoption. On Sep- 


—Turn To Page 14. 
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tember 17, 1887, we observed, at Phila- 
delphia, the centennial of the completion 
of the Constitution, which in my judg- 
ment, was next to the greatest meeting 
ever held on American soil. 


The great William E. Gladstone, who 
served in the public life of England 
longer than has Uncle Joe Cannon in the 
public life of America, in cabling his 
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regrets said: “I regret that I cannot 
come. As far as I can see, the American 
Constitution is the most wonderful work 
ever struck off at one time by the brain 
and purpose of man.” 


In a resolution adopted in Philadelphia 
at the celebration, it was beautifully and 
appropriately recited that, “The adop- 
tion of the Constitution is the most im- 
portant event in the history of the 
American people, and the instrument it- 





self the sublimest achievement of man- 
kind. It has taught the world that lib- 
erty can exist without license and auth- 
ority without tyranny. How completely 
the principles upon which it is based, 
have met every national need and every 
national peril!” 


(The above abridgement from a paper pub- 
lished in 1921 by the late Harry F. Atwood, 
patriot and scholar, sounds like it might have 
been of se with ‘prophetic foresight for the 
present 
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ARCUS AURELIUS ascended the 
throne of the old Roman Empire 
about the middle of the second century. 
Pogroms against Christians, started by 
other emperors, were continued during 
his reign. Life became unbearable to be- 
lievers. 


Aurelius introduced a new and novel 
idea for inciting hatred toward Christ’s 
followers. He heard about a strange 
mystical document which they possessed, 
called the Apocalypse. Investigation dis- 
closed that it contained records of visions 
received by one of their number — a man 
named John. It professed to unveil the 
future. Among other things, these writ- 
ings prophesied the ultimate destruction 
of the Roman Empire. 


What more was needed to convict the 
Christians of circulating ideas inimical 
to the welfare of the Empire? The exist- 
ence of the Apocalypse became the cause 
of renewed outbreaks of persecution 
aimed at the Church of Jesus Christ. 
Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, who in 
years past had been a disciple of John 
the Revelator, was among those destroyed 
by Aurelius. Justin Martyr was put to 
death during the same period. 


Satan hates the book of Revelation. 
This is natural because it exposes his 
nature and explains his final doom. But 
the book itself promises a special bless- 











ing to all who reverently study its mes- 
sage. 


Rev. Lee Fisher, Evangelist and co- 
Pastor of a Church in Portland, Indiana, 
has just written a book devoted to ex- 
pounding the Apocalypse entitled, “REV- 
ELATION — STUDIES IN THE APOC- 
ALYPSE,” which promises to become a 
“best seller” in the realm of prophetical 
literature. 


* * * 


R. FISHER starts out with a series 
of definitions. “All Scriptural names 
express character,” he says. 


Genesis means beginning. Exodus means 
going forth. Gospel means good tidings. 
The name Jesus means Saviour. The word 
Revelation means UNVEILING. 


“So if it is the unveiling or revealing 
of Jesus Christ, then it should be a book 
of tremendous: interest to all Christians 
everywhere, and should not be cast aside 
as a mere allegory or compilation of ori- 
ental imagery. It is true that symbolical 
language has been employed to more 
clearly express the meanings of events 
and personalities. Because some religious 
interpreters have not clearly seen the 
meaning of these symbols, they have in- 
sisted that the book holds no message for 
the Church today.” 


Mr: Fisher insists that the Revelation 
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contains instruction, admonition, doctrine, 
history and prophecy for the times in 
which we live. He shows how it presents 
the over-all prophetic picture for the age 
of the Church —with special emphasis 
upon end-time developments. And, he 
also brings out the hidden beauties of 
numerous texts, to enrich the souls of 
Christians in need of spiritual succor and 
support. 


* * * 


HE solitude of the barren island of 

Patmos was broken by a trumpet-like 
voice behind the venerable Apostle. He 
turned to see who was speaking and be- 
held his beloved Jesus ... but how dif- 
ferent! 


Yes, it was the same Lord with whom 
he had walked over the rugged highways 
and by the Sea of Gallilee. It was the 
same Master Who had healed the sick, 
cleansed the leper and raised the dead. 
This was Christ’s second appearance since 
the Ascension — the first having been on 
the road to Damascus. John exhausted 
all powers of description and concluded: 
“His head and his hairs were white like 
wool, as white as snow; and his eyes 
were as a flame of fire; And his feet like 
unto fine brass, as if they burned in a 
furnace; and his voice as the sound of 
many waters.” 


With those piercing eyes, Jesus looked 
down the vista of the centuries and in- 
structed the Apostle to write, among 
other things, the history of the Church 
in advance. Mr. Fisher puts it this way: 
“John was the stenographer, and Jesus 
Christ was the one giving dictation. John 
simply wrote the things which he heard 
and saw, as they were unfolded to him 
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by the One Who holds the key to the 
future.” — 


“When I was a boy,” continues Mr. 
Fisher, “my grandfather took me to see 
a parade. As a little chap standing on 
the sidewalk, I could peek through the 
crowd and see the things that were im- 
mediately in front of me, but I could see 
very little of what was coming down the 
street. Finally, my good grandfather 
picked me up and put me on his shoul- 
ders, so I was higher than anyone else 
in the crowd. Then, I could see the things 
that had gone by, the things immediate- 
ly in front of me, and all the things which 
were coming down the street. 


“That is what Jesus was doing with his 
servant John. He lifted him up over the 
balconies of Time, so he could see both 
past, present and future, and He told him 
to record these things so that anxious 
people could see that God’s plan was co- 
herent, planned, and finally complete.” 


* * * 
Sigel One is Introductory. 


Chapter Two discusses “A Message to 
the Seven Churches” — which the Author 
expands into a treatise on the seven 
Church ages. —The Letters to Ephesus, 
Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, 
Philadelphia and Laodicea divide Church 
history into seven divisions. Each letter 
contains a message of edification and in- 
struction for the individual believer . . 

a message for Church life ... and a mes- 
sage on prophecy. | 


Chapter Three on “Coming Events,” 
sketches the prophetical outline for the 
age and later chapters fill in the details 
dealing with such themes as the Rapture 
of the Saints, the opening of the Book 
described in Revelation 5:1, the Great 
Tribulation, the Antichrist or Man of Sin, 
the Battle of Armageddon, the Fall of 
Babylon, the Millennium, Satan’s Last 
Stand, God’s Last Judgment and the New 
Heavens and the New Earth. 


Prophecy gives one a long range view 
of world events, as suggested by Mr. 
Fisher in the following remarks: 


“God’s plan is a five-thousand year 
plan, and dwarfs every man-made scheme 
and plan. World conquerors like Alex- 
ander, Charlemagne, Caesar, and Na- 
poleon come upon the stage of action to 
prosper and conquer for a few fleeting 
years, but death and defeat terminate 


their plans. God’s truth and God’s plan 
go marching on. 


“Fifty years after Charlemagne had 
been placed on a golden throne in a mau- 
soleum, the tomb was opened. A scene 
never to be forgotten met the eyes of the 
beholders. On the throne sat a skeleton. 
The jeweled crown had fallen to the floor 
and the scepter lay beside it. The index 
finger of the right hand pointed to a 
piece of parchment clutched in the left 
hand, upon which was written, ‘What 
shall it profit a man if he should gain 
the whole world, and lose his own soul.’ 


“God’s eternal program rolls on in in- 
evitable fulfillment, and some day His 
Divine Plan will be consummated, and 
then no more Neroes, Napoleons, Hitlers 
or Antichrists will disturb the Heavenly 
peace of His Kingdom, of which there 
shall be no end.” 


Mr. Fisher closes his treatise with 
these words: “In the pages of this book 
we have humbly endeavored to outline 
God’s plan and purpose for those who 
love Him. In the dark days ahead of us 
Christians, you will be tempted by Satan 
to relinquish your faith, but, ‘Be ye 
steadfast, unmovable, always abounding 





in the work of the Lord.’ To those whe 
do not know our Christ, we would say in 
the language of the Revelation itself, 
‘And the Spirit and bride say, Come.’” 
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Christian Publications, Inc. 
1503 N. Third St. . .. Harrisburg, Pa. 























“*Revelati Studi in the Apoca- 
lypse”’ c i 12 chapters, large read- 
able type. Mr. Fisher has traveled in 
many parts of the world. Being a stu- 
dent and close observer, he has gleaned 








Revelation Clearly Explained 


This attractively printed book of 128 
pages contains a clear, concise treatise on 
the Book of Revelation. The Author, Rev. 
Lee C. Fisher, an Evangelist and Bible 
Scholar, is qualified by both training and 
experience to produce such a work. This 
is the hour to study Revelation! 


aaa eel All Lovers of Bible Prophecy 
vec resuen Will Want To Own, Read and 
Loan This New Book. 


DR. GERALD B. WINROD says in the introduction to this 
Book: “One school of theological thought insists that the Revela- 
tion is a sealed message so mysterious as to be meaningless to the 
believer of our day and generation. On the contrary, the very 
word ‘Revelation,’ means ‘The Unveiling.’ In other words, its ex- 
alted teaching-can be understood by the spiritually-minded child 
of God . . . When the reader finishes these pages, he will say, ‘I 
am glad Mr. Fisher has written this book’.” 


Cloth Binding $1.00 — Paper Binding 75 cents 


a vast of original information. 
His observations find expression in these 
pages. His literary style is pleasant and 
agreeable. No Bible-believing Christian 
will be disappointed in this book. 











Golden Rule Publishing Co. . . Portland, Indiana 




















And when they looked, they saw that the stone was rolled away: for it was very great. And entering into the seculphre, 
they saw a young man sitting on the right side, clothed in a long white garment; and they were affrighted. And he saith unto 
them: Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified: He is risen; He is not here; behold the place where 


they laid Him. Si. Mark XVI:4-6. 


A TESTAMENT FOR EVERY MAN IN SERVICE 


know and love, have enabled us to purchase 
a Testament for every serviceman in attend- additional Testaments for the boys without 
ance. For this we need your help. Under the loved ones back home. But this service 
Testament distribution plan of the National requires an additional effort. No matter 
Spiritual Defense Crusade, thousands of how little you give, won’t you help us make 
Testaments have already been made avail- sure that no boy who seeks the comfort of 
able for boys who might not otherwise re- our Lord, shall be denied His comforting 
ceive any. Your contributions for boys you words? 


Our aim for this great Easter service is 


We're going ahead by Faith—Though you may not read this until after Easter, you'll 
know that we have done our part, trusting that you will send your contribution. 


National Spiritual Defense 


POST OFFICE BOX 910 
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He sh unto them: 


pt Affrighted. Ye Seek Jesus 
Ngareth, Which Was Crucified” 


day, al@this great land of ours, millions are seeking Jesus. The uncertainties of our times—the imminence of 
danger @ death make it especially important that those in our armed forces who seek the Saviour shall be able to 




















1. Theyaed and richly deserve His comfort and loving presence . . . Nashville, Tennessee, is in the heart of a great 
area, # large camps and a mammoth maneuver area are near this Southern city. Every week-end thousands 
sick boymscend upon a municipality which could not, even if it would, begin to take care of their material and spir- 


ds. city, the National Spiritual Defense Crusade is operating its Victory Service Center to bring our boys 
‘haps Yt boy), a few of the comforts of home. Here the boy who seeks his Saviour shall find Him, as already has 
case Wahundreds of others. Here he can find the guidance of good, Christian men and women. Here he can 
ome awgirom home” where he can rest and relax... get a bite to eat ... or can clean up from the dust and dirt 
nus phy ji exertions . . . But the Victory Service Center has an even greater job to do: 


Help Us Bring The Beautiful 
Promise of Eastertide to 
Thousands of Brave Boys 


More than any other season of the year, Easter 
holds forth the promise of better days to come. Our 
Easter service this year, before thousands of sol- 
diers, is planned to make those boys feel that the 
Risen Christ is ever near to bless and protect, no 
matter the problems facing them. Soon the promise 
of Easter will be fulfilled. Soon they will be re- 
united with loved ones. Our Easter prayer will be 
that soon this dark and dreary world will itself be 
reborn to new and glorious life. : DR. SAM SWAIN 
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National Spiritual Defense Crusade 
P. O. Box 910, Akron, Ohio. 


. 

Yes, I want to help promote the good work of the Victory Service Center in 
Nashville, I enclose $......0.00000....... to buy Victory Pocket Testaments for our boys 
and to help carry on the work of the great Crusade. 
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Now Is Christ Risen 


Dr. W. D. Herrstrom . . . Minneapolis, Minnesota 





UDAS sold his Master to enemies. 

The Scriptural record says that the 
betrayer “received the sop, went im- 
mediately out: and it was night.” 


It is always night when justice is sold 
for sop. It is always night when Christ 
is betrayed — eternal night for the be- 
trayers. 


It was night when Christ hung on 
Calvary’s cross. The sun, moon, and 
stars hid their faces from the scene of 
the greatest crime in human history. 


It was night when the body of Christ 
lay in the sepulchre. The Light of the 
World was temporarily extinguished. 
The disciples had buried their hopes in 
the tomb. Their Saviour was dead. 


It is night in the jungles of Africa 
where the living Christ is not known. 


It is night in India, China and Japan. 


where men bow before images and wor- 
ship the dead. It is night in the souls of 
men and women of America whose 
hearts are only a tomb instead of a 
throne for the living Christ. 


TRAGIC “IFS” 


“If Christ be not risen, then is our 
preaching vain. Yea, and we are found 
false witnesses.of God. If Christ be not 
raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in 
your sins. But now is Christ risen from 





the dead.” (I Cor. 15:14-20.) 


Satan and those deceived by him ques- 
tion the bodily resurrection of Christ. 
Agnosticism asks: “What difference does 
it make?” Paul answers, leaving no 
doubt about the literal, bodily resurrec- 
tion of Christ. 


If Christ be not risen, then there is no 
resurrection. 


If Christ be not risen, then is our 
preaching vain. 


If Christ be not risen, then is our 
faith also vain. 


If Christ be not risen, then we are yet 
in our sins. 


If Christ be not risen, then we shall 
never see our loved ones in eternity. 


If Christ be not risen, then we are of 
all men most miserable. 


If Christ be not risen, then He is a 
false witness. 


If Christ be not risen, then His dis- 
ciples are false witnesses. 


If Christ be not risen, then angels are 
false witnesses. 


If Christ be not risen, then the Bible 
is a false witness. 





P. O. Box 36 





The Midnight Cry 
Learn its meaning and when the cry will go forth! 

The Midnight Cry Magazine contains up-to-the-minute information 
on present day Prophetic Fulfillments. Learn more about The Mystery 
Man of the Near East, PRINCE ABDUL BARABA BAHA, through the writ- 
ings of our Associate Editor, Dr. James C. Hollenbeck, A.Mss.Ph.D. author 
of “The Super Deceiver on the World Horizon” (Price $1.00) and “THE 
COMING WORLD CLIMAX” just from the press, containing START- 
LING documentary evidence of the great influence being wielded by this 
possible MAN OF SIN (Price $1.00). 

Send for FREE SAMPLE COPY of the Midnight Cry Magazine. Trial 
offer ... 4 months 25 cents . . . One year $1.00 OR One Subscription, 
and the above two books, $2.50. One Subscription and one book $1.75. 


The Midnight Cry Magazine 


_ REV. WILLIAM BEIRNES, EDITOR 


Shoals, Indiana 








If Christ be not risen, then the world 
is without hope. 


In reply to doubt which Satan would 
implant in the hearts of men, the Scrip- 
tures ring clear and true: “BUT NOW IS 
CHRIST RISEN FROM THE DEAD.” 


There is no “if” about the resurrection. 
It has been established “by many in- 
fallible proofs.” (Acts 1:3.) 


NIGHT GONE 


“And very early in the morning the 
first day of the week they came unto 
the sepulchre at the rising of the sun.” 
(Mark 16:2.) 


“At the rising of the sun,” there came 
the joyous announcement of the RISING 
OF THE SON! 


Night was gone. Morning had come. 
The tomb was empty. Death was con- 
quered. “The stone was rolled away.” 
The heavenly messenger announced the 
greatest victory of all time: “Fear not 
ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which 
was crucified. HE IS NOT HERE: FOR 
HE IS RISEN, as he said.- Come, see 
the place where the Lord lay. And go 
quickly, and tell his disciples that he is 
risen. from the dead.” 


HE IS RISEN. Come and go! Tell 
it in Jerusalem! Tell it in Samaria! 
Tell it in Galilee! Tell it to everybody! 
Tell it to the ends of the earth! The 











“I Hungered and You 
Fed Me Not!” 


In more than forty ways the Ri- 
ble says that famine follows War! 
This present War will be no ex- 
ception; seek Spiritual guidance. 
God’s Word points the way of bread 
in the day of want ... Read the 
booklet. 


“IS THE BLACK HORSE LOOSE?” 


Price 25c Postpaid. Liberal discount 
to Dealers 


Order from: 


EDWARD DANRICH 


14919 Paulina St., Harvey, IL. 
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Lord is risen! 
lujah! 


He is VICTOR, Halle- 


Death cannot keep his prey — 
Jesus, my Saviour! , 

He tore the bars away — 
Jesus, my Lord. 


Up from the grave He arose 

With a mighty triumph o’er His foes; 

He arose a Victor from the dark 
domain, 

And He lives forever with His saints 
to reign; 

He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ 
arose! 


THE TOMB NOW A THRONE 


“The angel of the Lord descended from 
heaven, and came and rolled back the 
stone from the door, and SAT UPON 
IT.” (Matt. 28:2.) 





Christ made the stone that sealed His tomb, |. 


The throne that seals the, devil’s doom. 


The disciples went to the tomb weep- 
ing; they returned rejoicing. They went 
sorrowing because of His death; they re- 
turned shouting because of His resurrec- 
tion. They went with hearts burdened; 
they returned with hearts buoyant. They 
went in fear; they returned in faith. 
They went to mourn the dead; they re- 
turned to magnify the living. 


Death cannot reign in the presence of 
Him Who is the Life. Gloom is turned 
to glory. Weeping is turned to worship. 
Darkness is turned to dawn. No tomb 
is strong enough to hold the body of 
Christ. No government is powerful 
enough to keep a seal on His sepulchre. 
The earth is too small to contain the 
Cne Who spoke the universe into exis- 
tence. Heaven is His throne. Earth is 
His footstool. 





Hé breaks the jaws of death and opens 
the gates of glory. He bridges the gap 
between earth and Heaven. He trans- 
forms the vilest sinner into His own 
glorious likeness, and one day presents 
him faultless before the Throne of His 
glory with exceeding joy. 


That, my friends, is the Christ Whom 
we preach. The Christ of the Bible, the 
resurrected Christ, the living Christ, the 
glorified Christ, the Christ Who alone 
can save. 


This Christ, the eternal Rock of Ages, 
was born in a rock-hewn manger in 
Bethlehem; crucified on a rugged rock 
at Golgotha; buried in a rock-tomb in 
Jerusalem; ascended from a protruding 
rock on the Mount of Olives; and is com- 
ing as “the stone cut without hands” to 
“set up a kingdom which shall never be 
destroyed.” 





How We Got Our Bible-- Part 2. 


Dr. J. O. Kinnaman ... Long Beach California 





OR centuries it has been accepted as 

an historical fact that Moses wrote 
the Pentateuch substantially as we have 
it today. Then the so-called Higher 
Criticism came into existence, with its 
negative approach, insisting that the 
earlier ideas regarding the Bible and its 
origin were antiquated and erroneous. 


The manner in which scholarly agnosti- 
cism succeeded in upsetting the faith of 
many people reminds us of Paul’s ad- 
monition to the Colossians (Weymouth 
Translation): “Take care lest there be 
any one who leads you away as prisoners 
by means of his philosophy and idle 
fancies, following human traditions and 
the world’s crude notions instead of fol- 
lowing Christ.” 


Back in those days it was easy for 
Christians to understand the true char- 
acter of Robert G. Ingersoll’s work be- 
cause he fought the Church from the out- 
side. But, on the whole, they were not 
prepared to cope with Higher Criticism 
because it fermented, like leaven, inside 
the Church. 


Had the Apostle Paul been on earth, 
serving a pastorate somewhere in the 
United States, he would have sized up 
Higher Criticism at a glance, having an- 
ticipated the coming of such doctrines: 





“For I know this, that after my depart- 
ing shall grievous wolves enter in among 
you, not sparing the flock.” (Acts 20:29) 


First the Critics postulated that Moses 
never lived, and being a mere figment 
of human imagination instead of a flesh 
and blood person, could not have written 
the first five books of the Bible. The 
Graf-Wellhauser hypothesis sought to 
explain the origin of these pieces of lit- 
erature about as follows: 


(1) The Israelites first preserved their 








God’s Clock of the Bible 


TTA ESE This startling new 
book gives the complete 

eae Bible Time-table from 
the 6000-Year Great 


Week down, including all 
of the smaller  Bible- 
given time cycles, show- 
ing the Bible-given pat- 
tern and starting point 
of each. This study with 
its 21 different charts 

w will aid you greatly in 
apc aed locating God’s great 
Hourhafid of Time, today. Its Scriptural symbol- 
arrangements indicate what to expect next and 
approximately when to expect same. 


Price, including three large wall-charts, 
postpaid, $1.30. Address Helen Crys- 
tal Conrey, Rt. 1, Box 535, Camarillo, 
California. : 























historical traditions orally in the form of 
songs and sagas. These traditions be- 
came the property of the tribes. In 
quite early times they were assembled, as 
collections of great historical value, to 
the people. References are made to them 
in the Bible as the book of “the wars of 
the Lord” (Numbers 21:14) and the 
“book of Jashar”’ (Joshua 13:2 and II 
Samuel 1:18). 


(2) The first attempt to compile Is- 
raelitish prosethistories occurred in the 
ninth or eighth centuries B.C. Accord- 
ing to the Critics, two compositions were 
produced: The first in the Southern 
Kingdom, ear-marked the “J document” 
for the first letter of one of God’s names 
. - . the second produced in the Northern 
Kingdom and marked the “E document” 


—tTurn To Page 20. 


COFIELD BIBLES 


Mottoes, Greeting Cards, Tracts and 
Other Active Items. 


Sells quickly—with profit., You can earn extra 
money as our representative. Write TODAY for 
full particulars. Be that Christian Man or Woman 
in your community to seize this opportunity. Best 
season just ahead. Get started NOW! Address... 


CICERO BIBLE COLPORTAGE 
2229 52nd Ave., Dept. D. Cicero, Hlinois 
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for the first letter of another name of 
Ged. 


(3) Toward the close of the seventh 
century B.C. someone rose in the nation 
to edit the material accumulated. He de- 
cided to prepare a composite narrative, 
and this was marked “JE.” The editor 
mixed things badly and to make the story 
intelligible, added connecting phrases and 
verses to the text. Then the code letter 
“D” was added to the “JE” and the en- 
tire accumulation of material re-edited as 
one work. Thus, the Higher Critics as- 
sumed the prerogative of omniscience, 
looked into the remote past and pre- 
sumed to reconstruct things accordingly. 
They applied the knife to inspired Scrip- 
ture, much as an African witch doctor 
might mutilate the body of a victim. 


(4) During the Babylonian exile, a new 
code came into existence regulating the 
Temple ritual which was designated “P.” 
This section included Leviticus and Num- 
bers for the most part. In the fifth cen- 
tury B.C., according to the Critics, the 
four documents “JEDP” were issued to- 
gether by Ezra the Scribe, with Joshua 
as the Hexateuch. 


The theory maintains that each docu- 
ment is not only distinguishable by a 
characteristic vocabulary and style of dic- 
tion, but reflects a peculiar standpoint of 
history and law. It affirms that when 
read in correct chronological order, they 
display a notable sequence of religious 


seiinitriiaenseactnipii - 





development which makes it possible to 
determine the dates of the component 
parts. But how is one to set dates with- 
out a terminus quo? 


Now, let us see how the idea came into 
existence that the Old Testament is, in 
reality, a compilation of miscellaneous 
literature—extracts from here and there, 
cemented into a continuity by human 
hands. 


The Critics professed to find their first 
clue to the division of Old Testament 
texts into separate “documents,” when 
they discovered the different names ap- 
plied to Deity. One set of records used 
one name... while another set allegedly 
used another name. However, an analy- 
sis of numerous passages, shows the ex- 
ponents of the idea to be greatly in error. 
Careful study of Old Testament texts 
show an overlapping of names, an inter- 
lacing of the so-called “documents.” 


For instance, it is claimed that the 
fourth chapter of Genesis is a “J” docu- 
ment because the name for Deity used 
ihere is Jehovah. But, in the twenty- 
fifth verse of the chapter, the name is 
Elohim, and should therefore be marked 
“E.” I know the average reader will 
feel that misguided scholarship certainly 
makes hard work out of its nonsense! 


The name for Deity varies throughout 
the Old Testament. Perhaps the oldest 
form was elohim. Note, that we do not 
make the word a proper noun. In the 














beginning it was just a common noun in 
the plural form, best translated “gods.” 
However it was a connotation that con- 
veyed a feeling of awe due to the majesty 
of nature as contemplated by the ob- 
servers, at the same time recognizing a 
resident power (in nature) beyond human 
comprehension. 


The word elohim denotes the plural 
form, as I have said, while the singular 
is eloha, or el. The singular is seldom 
employed. The plural is used (accusative 
plural) to denote the combined power of 
several forces of nature that have been 
partially personified. Then finally the 
name was applied to the ONE SU- 
PREME POWER, or God, and the com- 
mon noun became proper in its use. We 
have the combination E] Elyon, the “God 
Most High,” used in Genesis 14:17-24, 
Whom Abraham worshipped with the aid 
and instruction of Melchizedek, the King 
of Uru-salim, the City of Peace. 


Elohim seems the older form since it 
is used in Genesis 1:1. The word trans- 
lated GOD, is in the original Hebrew, 
elohim, “gods.” This word Moses finally 
absorbed completely into Yaweh, the fact 
of the one true God as we know Him 
today. 


The word Yaweh in its original mean- 
ing carried the idea, “He-who-causes-to- 
be,” then the Creator, the Fulfiller of 
Promises, and later, the God of Procre- 
ation and the God of Passionate Love. 
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But the major meaning as Moses used 
it seemed to be: “The Living God of 
Life.” 


The Critics maintain that Genesis, 
chapter twenty, is an “E” document, yet 
in the last verse the name for Deity is 
Adonai. 


Genesis, chapter 3, is considered a “J” 
document, yet in verses 1, 3, and 5, Elo- 
him is used. In chapter 19:26, Adonai 
and Elohim.are both used. 

Hebrew scholarship maintains that the 
word Elohim denotes God in his attri- 
butes of justice, while Adonai represents 
Him in the attributes of mercy. Adonai 
is the God of revelation and redemption. 


When we reduce the matter to its sim- 
plest terms, there remains no need what- 
ever to divide the narratives into “doc- 
uments” based upon the names of Deity. 
Common sense recognizes that the use 
of a different name simply signifies a 
different manifestation of the same true 





God and Father. 


The foregoing will shed some light 
upon the sort of structure which Adverse 
Critics have builded regarding the Bible. 
Let us say in short that their ideas are 
constructed out of assumptions and arbi- 
trary deductions from doubtful premises. 


Higher Criticism has served one useful 
purpose through no fault of its own. It 
has caused Bible students to dig deeper. 
Many a Preacher and Layman is better 
prepared to give a reason for the faith 
that is within them today, by having been 
forced to defend the Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ against these onslaughts. 


But it was for years considered by 
many the ultimate in Biblical scholarship, 
and held sway also in other fields of lit- 
erature. To illustrate: When I was a 
young man in college, it was the rage 
to hold that Homer never existed as an 
historical character; that the Iliad was 
composed by a “school of bards” some- 


time, some-when, but not by a man called 
Homer. The poem was divided by Wolffe, 
the German critic, into “songs” and 
“lays,” as he called them. Each of these 
lays, he maintained, was sung by the 
bards, as they wandered from palace to 
palace in Greece, singing for their sup- 
pers. He even detected and isolated what 
he designated as “the Little Iliad,” the 
original lay, that formed the nucleus 
around which the entire poetic creation 
was finally built. He maintained also 
that the work was handed down by word 
of mouth because the art of writing was 
not known in the ninth century B. C. 


No authority would care to risk his 
reputation by voicing such nonsense to- 
day. We now know that Homer actually 
lived, composed the Iliad, and that the 
poem is accepted HISTORY in poetical 
form. Higher Criticism has been refuted 
on all fronts. 


(To be continued in. the next issue of The 
Defender.) 
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Adventures Of A Christian Soldier 


By Theodore W. Engstrom 








Prior to entering the armed 
forces, Mr. Engstrom was Manag- 
ing Editor of the “Christian Digest,” 
a dynamic religious magazine 
published at Grand Rapids, Michi- 
gan. 











NE of the greatest experiences that 

. any Christian can have is that of lead- 
ing someone else to a saving knowledge 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. The blessing 
that one receives at such a time exceeds 
other blessings. 


Just before leaving Fort Sill, Okla- 
homa, for Camp Robinson, Arkansas, 
where I am now stationed, our training 
platoon spent two weeks in the Wichita 
Mountains of Southwest Oklahoma on a 
bivouac. Here we slept out under the 
stars each night, and I for one learned to 
appreciate in a new way the greatness 
of our Heavenly Father. 


On one particular evening two of my 
buddies and I were bedding together; 
earlier in the day I had asked the Lord 
to help me in some way to show these 
fellows their need of Christ. Both had 
manifested an interest in spiritual things 
at different times previous, but that eve- 
ning both were burdened in a new and 
different way by their sins. What a won- 


derful joy it was for me to be able to 
point them to the only One who can save 
from sin, quote them precious portions of 
God’s Word, and then see both of them 
accept, in simple saving faith, God’s 
great plan of salvation for them. How 
happy these boys were when they real- 
ized that they had become new creatures 
in Christ Jesus, and had received eternal 
life. Both of them are now scheduled 
for overseas shipment, but, praise God, 
they can rest assured that they are in 
the hollow of His Hand for they have 
been born into the heavenly family and 
are sons of the King. 


My four montis: at Fort Sill were 
spent with men who had just left homes 
and loved ones for an entirely new and 


‘in Christ. 





strange experience in the army. They 
were mellowed and open to the Gospel 
message. Now that I have been assigned 
to a combat unit composed of men with 
many months and years of army experi- 
ence, I have found a different type of 
soldier. So many seem hardened and 
cynical when it comes to spiritual things. 
They have much less respect for the 
things of God. Yet I know that among 
them are hungry hearts—hearts that 
can never find peace until they find it 
Pray that God will use His 
own in the midst of such groups, and 
that these will come to realize that with- 
out Him they are lost, for time and 
eternity. 


Many may be facing the enemy, and 
death itself, before long. How terrible to 
go from this life without knowing that 
Heaven is our home. These are days 
when God needs warriors, not only in the 
armed forces, but warriors on their knees, 
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(Special Dramas for Special Days.) 
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A DRAMA FOR EVERY OCCASION 
MOTHER’S DAY—“My Soldier Son.” 
or “Will the Circle Be Unbroken.” 
MEMORIAL DAY—“Angel of Mercy,” “When Johnny Comes Marching 
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CHILDREN’S DAY—“A Little Child Shall Lead Them” (The Nativity). 
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Sample Copies — 50c each. Six additional copies for $1.50 
with permission to produce. 
Author — IVA FERN LUTHER — Publisher 
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What Think Ye Of Christ? Whose Son Is He? 


Rev. May H. Clutter ... Wichita, Kansas 





egN THE beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.” 


The life of Jesus, unfolded by John 
from the above simple statement, is the 
most remarkable this world has ever 
known, The question propounded by 
Him, “What think ye of Christ? Whose 
Son is he?” is the most challenging 
question ever presented to man. Upon 
its answer, hinges the destiny of every 
individual for time and eternity. 


Here is One, the child of a peasant 
woman, born in an obscure village of an 
obscure province of the Roman Empire, 
and growing to manhood in another ob- 
secure village. He worked as carpenter 
until He was thirty, then traveled on 
foot three more years as an itinerant 
Preacher. He owned no property, had 
no family, attended no schools of learn- 
ing. He never lived in a large city nor 
traveled more than one hundred miles 
from his birthplace. He never wrote a 
book nor led an army. He possessed no 
wealth. In fact, He had none of the 
qualifications which make for greatness 





in the eyes of the world. 


While He was yet young, the world 
turned against Him. Friends deserted 
Him. One follower betrayed and an- 
other denied Him. He was arrested on 
false charges, accused of sedition, given 
a mock trial and sentenced to death on 
a Cross. He was crucified between two 
thieves. The soldiers gambled for His 
only possession, a one-piece robe. When 
He died, He was buried in a borrowed 
tomb. 


Nineteen centuries have passed into 
history since then ... yet in each hun- 
dred years the greatest, most vital ques- 
tion has been: “What think ye of Christ? 
Whose son is he?” 


UNIQUE AND INCOMPARABLE 


It would not be far fetched to assert 
that all the rulers, kings and dictators 
of the earth —all the armies that ever 
marched to battle, every navy that has 
swept the seven seas, all the parliaments 
and senates that ever convened to make 


laws, combined, have not affected hu- } 


manity as has the life of Jesus of Naza- 
reth. 
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Charles G. Finney — $1.00 
Martin “Luther — $1.25 

David Livingstone — $1.25 
Martin Niemoeller — $1.25 











‘sions WASHINGTON (" ARVER \ 


HIS is an unusual biography of an unusual man, George Washington Carver, “the 
wizard of the peanut.” With characteristic skill Basil Miller portrays the fascinating 
career of this devout Christian and distinguished scientist who found more than three 
hundred practical uses for the peanut. Hyman .Appelman says of this captivating bi- 
. superlative; inspiring; challenging; i 
centrated; pithy; pointed; eminently readable . . . 

Price $1.50 
John Wesley — $1.00 
George Muller — $1.25 
Moses — $1.50 
Praying Hyde — $1.25 
Generalissimo and Madame Chiang Kai-shek — $1.50 


By BASIL MILLER 
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This remarkable life, with its beauty, 
simplicity and perfection can be ac- 
counted for only one of two ways: on 
the hypothesis that He was just a man, 
or that He was more than a man, even 
as Paul says: “God manifest in the 
flesh.” 


One will find it difficult to account 
for Him on the theory of the human- 
ists, for if He were a man, and only 
a man, it is strange that, in all the 
ages of the race’s history, no such per- 
sonality has ever before sprung from 
human stock. 


His character, so beautiful and pure, 
becomes blackened and discredited un- 
less He be indeed the Son of God, as He 
claimed. In one sentence He speaks of 
Himself as the Son of Man who must 
be lifted up, and in the very next as the 
“only begotten Son of God,” Who came 
to bring eternal life to the sons of men. 
If this is untrue, then He was an im- 
poster, deceiver, and falsifier supreme, 
and instead of the lovely and lovable 
character we thought, He becomes de- 
spicable and repellant. 


Jesus was either a super-deceiver, or 
He was deceived about Himself ... or 
He was in truth the unique Son of God. 
If He was deceived about Himself then 
we must recognize Him as a fanatic, a 
poor bemused creature unworthy of the 
the praise He has received. If He was a 
deceiver and imposter, then His perfec- 
tion was a sham, His goodness a mask, 
and the charming character the human- 
ists allow Him becomes the arch-hypo- 
crite of all time. 


But the fact that Jesus has assumed 
almost unimaginable pre-eminence and 
uniqueness will cause us to consider the 
question “Whose son is he?” There are 
but two possible answers. He is either 
a man, and only a man; or He is the 
Son of God. 


The advocates of the first view take 
their position because of an exalted 
opinion of man. They will say that every 
man is divine, and Jesus possessed a 
greater degree of divinity than most. 
But there is a vast difference between a 
superman and God. Those who hold this. 
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view believe in a finite God, not an in- 
finite Being who created all things. 


WHAT IF HE WAS ONLY A MAN? 


If this were true we might as well 
scrap the Bible. If Jesus is only:a great 
man, the Bible becomes merely a piece of 
good literature, and should be placed 
along with others on the library shelf. 
It has no more authority than the works 
of Shakespeare, Milton or Dante. 


If Jesus was only a man we have no 
Saviour, for the moment He loses His 
deity He loses the power to forgive sins. 
If only a man, then He is a liar, for He 
said, “The Son of man is come to seek 
and to save that which was lost.” And 
if He was only a man we have no salva- 
tion. When He loses His Godhood we 
lose our heaven, for He said: 
Father’s house are many mansions: if it 
were not so, I would have told you. I go 
to prepare a place for you. And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again, and receive you unto myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also.” 


But if He is the Son of God, the Virgin 
Birth becomes not only necessary but 
inevitable in explaining Him. Without 
it He is only a man; with it He is both 
man and God—human and divine. All 
that may be said of Him as a man is 
true, but if He is only a man, then we 


are involved in hopeless difficulty in try- 
_ ing to explain His uniqueness. ' 


He is unexplainable, unsolvable, un- 
til the Gordian Knot is cut by accep- 
tance of His supernatural conception as 
the “only begotten son of God.” At 
once it becomes plain that Jesus is a 
new creation, just as Adam was a new 
creation. “And so it is written, The 
first man Adam was made a living soul; 
the last Adam was made a quickening 
spirit. The first is of the earth, earthy; 
the second is the Lord from heaven.” 


Jesus as the Son of God, born of a 


“In my 





Virgin, is not a theological or ecclesias- 
tical Christ. He is the Christ of the 
Bible and this is the only rational ex- 
planation of Him as the Son of God. It 
is needed, along with His perfect char- 
acter to complete the incarnation, and 
make Him the true and perfect Sacrifice, 
“The Lamb of God.” 


Jesus came into this life, either begot- 
ten of God or of man. If not of God, 
then Mary, His mother, was a notorious- 
ly immoral woman, guilty of a capital 
crime punishable by death. She is un- 
worthy of the high esteem given her 
through the ages. 


If Jesus be a man, and only a man, 
both His and His mother’s characters 
are blackened and defamed. His because 
He is an imposter and super-deceiver 

. hers because of immoral conduct. 
But He is the Son of God they both 
stand out as the pure, holy and beautiful 
characters which the world has imputed 
to them through the ages. 


THE BIBLE ASSERTS HIS DEITY 


We believe He is the Son of God be- 
cause we believe the Bible is the Word 
of God, and it affirms His deity over 
and over again. Says the beloved John: 
“No man hath seen God at any time; 
the only begotten Son, which is in the 
bosom of the Father, he hath declared 
him.” 


The Apostle Paul proclaims: “Let this 
mind be in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God.” 


A wounded Jewish soldier of World 
War I, asked his rabbi to tell him the 
difference between the Messiah of the 
Jews and the Jesus of the Christians. 
The rabbi explained that the Jews still 
expected Messiah to come, while the 
Christians believed he had already come 
in the person of Jesus of Nazareth. 











The authoritative life story of America’s hero 
—da record of courage and personal bravery. 
General MacArthur is currently discussed as a 
possible candidate for President of the United 
States. This fact makes the volume of even 
greater importance. 
meets the General face to face ... PRICE $1.35. 
Order from: Defender Publishers, Wichita 1, Ks. 


In 21 chapters, the reader 

















Thoughtfully the dying lad asked, 
“Rabbi, when our Messiah comes, what 
will he have on Jesus?” 


Yes, Jesus lived the perfect life. 
Could anyone suggest a change in the 
record which would make it any more 
perfect or more like God? No one fault 
could be found in Him, even though His 
enemies sought carefully. Listen to the 
words of Pilate: “I find no fault in him.” 
The agnostic Renan wrote “The Life of 
Christ.” After studying the record he 
was forced to conclude it was so remark- 
able that, “All ages will proclaim that 
among the sons of men there is none 
greater than Jesus.” 


Multitudes have gone to death like 
heroes, but Jesus went as God. He was 
not defeated, for He made it an achieve- 
ment, The thing which He came to ac- 
complish was done, and with a loud 
voice He shouted from the Cross, “It is 
finished!” A work finished .. . for 
time and eternity. 


The price of man’s sin was paid and 
salvation now depends upon his ac- 


—Turn To Page 24. 




























OF LIVING 
FOR JUST 
90 DAYS!” 


Says AL WILLIAMS 
Nationally Known 
Conditioner 


FREE BOOK 


Explains How 
Poor Conditior 
Can Affect 


NERVES 

ANEMIA 

COLITIS 
ARTHRITIS 
HEADACHES 


and other 
ailments 


Are you in “poor condition’’—run down—nervous— 
overweight—underweight—tired—sleepless—depressed? Do 
you know what your gs condition’’ really means? Do 
you know that it can ,cause or aggravate many other 
ailments, including indigestion, constipation, rheumatism, 
colds, kidney and liver disorders? Would you like te 
know how you can get back into good condition? 
: Al Williams, nationally known con- 
ditioner, radio health lecturer, has 
directed conditioning programs for 
more than 37,000 men and women! 
If you are seeking renewed vigor, 
write at once for his illustrated free 

. “Your Health and ext 90 

ays”. Refreshingly new. Tells amazing food facts. 
Shows how a scientific conditioning program can banish 
the cause of fy § resulting from wrong aeete. — 
plains how y adopt the Williams Program to 
own daily life. right in your own home. This somerhebto 
booklet will epen your eyes as to what you can do te 
regain the sparkle of buoyant health! Send for this 
= pring aa Pca a cost or obligation. A venny 
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542 So. Broadway Los Angeles, Calif. 
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ceptance of the gift of eternal life 
through Him Who became sin in his 
stead. His work was finished, and now 
salvation of man depends entirely on 
what he does with Christ “What think 
ye of Christ?” Whose son is he?” He is 
the Son of God. He finished His work. 
He finished the prophecies concerning 
His suffering and death: He finished 
His suffering. He finished the Old Law, 
and He finished our sins. “The Lord 
hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” 


HE AROSE LIKE A GOD 





Because He is the Son of God and not 
mere man, death could not hold its prey. 
He tore the bars away and came forth 
Victor over the greatest enemy of man. 
He was in the beginning with God and 
“now is Christ risen from the dead, and 
become the firstfruits of them that slept. 
For since by man came death, by man 
came also the resurrection of the dead. 
For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
shall all be made alive. But every man | 
in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; 
afterward they that are Christ’s at his 
coming.” 


Jesus Christ is not a man who became 








eer Christian Service Center 





| Kylee effort put forth these days by 

Christian groups to provide the shel- 
tering influences of home, for men in 
uniform, has the support of patriotic peo- 
ple generally. Christian Service Cen- 
ters are being established adjacent to 
army camps, in all parts of the Country. 


Rockford, Illinois maintains such a 
Center, located at 123 North Wyman 
Street. Defender Readers in the com- 
munity speak in terms of highest praise 
for the service being rendered under its 
auspices. Rev. R. S. Wilson, formerly a 
Pastor at Dixon, Illinois and for a time 
Chaplain in the United States Navy, has 
charge of the organization. Methods de- 
veloped there may well be appropriated 
in similar circles elsewhere. 


“The need of this type of work can 
only be appreciated by persons in close 
contact with the camps,” says Mr. Wil- 
son. “The Christian Center of Rockford 
serves food to men free of charge every 
day in the week, as well as providing 
free stationery, free beds, game rooms 
and other facilities. This is the only Cen- 
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American Christian Benevolent Society — Decorah, Iowa 


A Christian Co-operative Society organized not 
for profit, but to assist those who have been 
bereft of loved ones. 


Death benefits, according to ages, from $100 to 
$1000. Average cost, $1.00 per month. Ministers 
and others write for terms. 


ter in the city which prohibits smoking. 
The men who come from non-smoking 
homes appreciate the clear atmosphere. 
Three pianos and plenty of music offer 
opportunity for singing and spiritual de- 
votion. A room renting agency is con- 
ducted to provide homes in Christian 
families for servicemen’s wives. 


“One Saturday evening a seventeen 
year old wife arrived in the city from 
Arkansas, several hundred miles dis- 
tant. Her husband was quarantined to 
camp and could not see her for several 
days. He directed her to the Christian 
Service Center. She was taken into a 
religious home to work and earn her 
room. For a girl who had never been 
away from home this was a real service. 


“Rockford is a typical midwestern 
city. Camp Grant is located at its edge. 
Soldiers from all over the Country are 
sent here. Some object to carrying 
arms, due to religious convictions, and 
are assigned to the Medical Corps. 
These men need special consideration 


by Christian friends. 
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God, but God who became man. Because 
of faith in this fact, myriads of human 
beings have given up the world and fol- 
lowed Him through sacrifice and tribu- 
lation, through bloody persecution and 
fiery death. Because of this the world 
has witnessed the miracle of “twice born 
men,” a marvel never produced by the 
teaching of the humanists. 


Because He IS the Son of God, He is 
not merely a historical character. He 
IS ...He LIVES TODAY’. He dwells 
with men. Hear Him say: “Lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the 
world.” 








“The Christian Service Center in Rock- 
ford was started by a group of business 
men who saw the need for a home-like 
place to which the boys could come 
when off duty. Without any organiza- 
tion to back them, individuals and 
Churches began sending contributions 
and, as an act of faith, a downtown 
building was rented and equipped. At 
first only a few found their way into the 
Center, but as the place became better 
known more men frequented its rooms, 
until this winter approximately 800 sol- 
diers were served meals each week.” 








PRAYER GALL FOR REVIVAL 


Rev. William F. Beirnes . . . Shoals, Ind. 





T IS not only our personal conviction, 

but the view held by others who are 
looking for Christ’s return, that the Rap- 
ture of the Saints will be preceded by a 
great spiritual awakening among true 
believers — resulting in a short, gracious 
The distress of the times de- 
mands it. The imminent coming of Jesus 
inspires it. The spiritual tide having 
fallen to a low ebb, the Church needs it. 
Multitudes of unsaved, caught in the 
maelstrom of sorrow, will be lost with- 
out it. Many Christian workers and lay- 
men, who once enjoyed a fervent prayer 
life, have grown careless. True believers 
must recover their loss, for only the 
“effectual, fervent prayer” can avail in 
the face of present conditions. 


revival. 


If this global war is a judgment of 
God, our Nation can win only if we turn, 
repent and call upon Him in this time 
of peril. A mighty national Revival is 
an imperative need. 
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According to press reports, a certain 
new deal official, out on a speech-making 
tour, told a Seattle audience recently, 
that we need a “bloodless revolution.” He 
is quoted as saying: “We are not going to 
use the whole Russian political, economic 
system here in the United States. It was 
made for Russia, and not for us.” Here 
we have a clear statement of plans to 
modify American Democracy into a va- 
riety of Communism. Any thinking man 
must see that the revolution can only be 
bloodless up to a certain stage. We need 
@ great sweeping revival this year, if 
we are to be saved from the sorrows of 
Europe. In the light of what we are 
now facing, I plead with all Christian 
people to enter a siege of prayer for a 
National Revival. 


Looking back, we see that the great 
Revivals which have visited certain local- 
ities and nations, were brought about by 
men who prayed. Mr. Evan Roberts 
spent hours, every night, weeping and 
praying for the lost. This he did after 
fully surrendering himself to God. God’s 
power swept Wales as a result. Let us 
do the same. 


We should come together for prayer 
in homes or public places of worship, and 
there plead with God to visit America 
with an outpouring of His Spirit in Re- 
vival fire. We should continue day and 
night until the answer comes. I am cer- 
tain that if a sufficient number of God’s 
people will do this, He will send the 
Revival we need —the Revival we must 
have to save America. 


We have prepared, and are sending 
out, a special “Prayer Call Bulletin” 
which is proving helpful to many (price 
35 copies for $1.00). But whether or not 
you use this piece of literature, join with 
the thousands of others who are praying, 
and do your utmost to a get a Revival 
awakening started in your community. 





COMFORT TALKS 


—to discern the treasures of God 
for those with a private grief, or 
surrounded by confusing circum- 
stances. Such are these comfort 
messages: “The Victory Road,” “A 
Call to Prayer,” “Sweet Consola- 
tion in Sorrow’s Dark Hour,” “De- 
liverance and Rest Are For You.” 
Mailed free for postage. 


Will you, by your prayer and gifts to this 
Ministry of faith, help us to help “‘others?” 
Address publisher 

REV. CHARLES H. C. JACKSON 
5646—42nd Ave. S. W., Seattle 6, Wash. 


“PROPHETIC BIBLE COURSE" 


T= Prophetic Bible Conference Bureau 

reports that Christians in all walks of 
life, are sending unsolicited letters testi- 
fyinz to blessing derived from studying 
“The Prophetic Bible Course” .. . cre- 
ated by Dr. Edward Fehr, announced on 
page 32 of this Defender. The follow- 





ing specimen letters, typical of many 
more on file, were recently released 
from the Topeka headquarters of the or- 
ganization. 

Aberdeen, Mississippi: “I have studied 





the Prophetic Bible Course. ‘It is the best 


thing of its kind I have ever read. I 
want a dozen copies for my Sunday 
School Class.” 

Jersey Shore, Pa.: “The Course is fine 
and brings prophetic events nearly to 
the door.” 

Colfax, Indiana: “I'm telling you, I 
thank the Lord for this message written 
by your hand, for it is straight with 
Scripture!” 

Omaha, Nebraska: “I have just finished 
reading the Prophetic Bible Course and . 
find it the most complete and accurate 
work ever to come to my hand.” 
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gives from the pulpit. 


Check This Partial Litt of Subjects 





“To know €VERYTHING about... | 
f THE SECOND COMING of CHRIST 


TWO VOLUMES of "50 Progressive Messages On the 
Second Coming of Christ''—100 subjects, 1,000 pages— 

from Genesis to Revelation, every subject AwMy ond Sthyt- 
wrally Disensld by Tite Birnie -Renoumed trangelitt, Bible 

Teacher, Successful Author, Radio Personality. 
have marveled at his grasp of the Bible—found comfort 
in his teaching, and in the help and encouragement he 











Millions 


Stimulating material to help you deliver that ser- 
ies of sermons on the Second Coming, or to teach 
your Sunday School Class the truth of His Return. 


Subject: 
. Pre- or Post-Millennial—Which? 


Subject: 


oe 


43. The Two Witnesses. 





12. The Anti-Christ. 


19. The False Prophet. 
23. The Reason for the Seven Seals. 87. Lost 


32, The Reason for the Seven Bowls. 








1 

2. The First Resurrection or Rapture. 46. Armageddon. 
3. The Wedding and Marriage Supper. 57. Set-up of Christ's Government. 
9. The Result of Christ's Coming in the /lir.66. New Heaven and New Earth. 
1l. The 6 Things Accomplished by the 7Yrs,71. The Sheep, Goats and Brethren. 
72. The Two 144,000's. 

13. The Seven Heads and the Ten Horns. 73. The Gathering of Gentile Nations 
14. Anti-Christ Killed and Resurrected. 76. The 1,000 Years Reign of Christ. 
16. The Biography of the Anti-Christ. 79. The Three Heavens. 
83. Angels of Heaven 
21. The Reason for the Mark of the Beast. 86. pas goes of Satan. 
% gels. 

29. The Reason for the Seven Trumpets. 91. Satan‘s Angels. 
93. People on ths Earth Before Adam 
39. The City of Petra. 100. New Heaven and the New Earth. 


“I thank our heavenly Father every 

day that I was raised in a Chris- 
tian home, which had a roof of Vv 
prayer, supported by two staunch 
pillars of prayer, my dear father 
and mother”. 
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McBIRNIE PUBLICATIONS ASSOCIATION 
P, O. Box 267, Norfolk (1), Va. 


. Enclosed please find $3.00 for your two volumes 
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(Will be sent C.O.D. if preferred) 


of books, namely, “Fifty Progressive Messages on 
the Second Coming of Christ”, and “Fifty Pro- 
gressive Messages from Armageddon to New 
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GREAT SERMONS BY AMERICAN 
PREACHERS. By Theodore W. Eng- 
strom. Zondervan Publishing House. 
Pages 234. Price $2.00. 











ia this volume Mr. Engstrom has per- 

formed a real service by selecting and 
publishing great sermons by outstand- 
ing Preachers. 


He has assembled 18 such messages 
from the pens of leaders among Baptists, 
Nazarenes, Methodists, Lutherans, Pres- 
byterians, and other denominational 
groups, welding them into a “book with 
a ringing call for our war-torn world.” 
Diverse as their authors, these messages 
challenge and comfort, instruct and in- 
spire.” 


Mr. Engstrom says: “We feel that in 
this volume we have a cross section of 
the fundamental, sound Ministers of the 
Gospel who today are preaching the un- 
searchable riches of Christ Jesus.” 





THE SEVEN SAYINGS FROM THE 
CROSS. By Edward Boone. Boone 
Publishing Co. Pages 48. Price 35 
cents. 











HERE is much more in each of these 

sayings than can be gathered from 
the surface. Mr. Boone has gone into 
the heart of the messages, bringing out 
hidden truths. 


Three of the sayings are addressed to 
God and four to man. The meaning of 
the price Jesus paid to redeem us is dis- 
closed in them. He is seen as (1) The 
Interceding One, (2) The Hope Restor- 
ing One, (3) The Sympathetic One, (4) 
The Sin-Bearing One, (5) The Suffering 
One, (6) The Proclaiming One, and (7) 
The Victorious One. The Author en- 
larges on each theme. 


This brochure includes three other 
messages: “Four Ups From the Life of 
Christ,” “The Death of the Cross,” and 
“For This Cause Came I Into the 





World.”. There is also a poem by Mr. 
Boone, “It Is Finished.” 





ANSWERS TO PROPHETIC QUES- 
TIONS. Colonel F. J. Miles. Zonder- 











van Publishing House. Pages 48. 
Price 25 cents. 
ODAY’S stringencies are causing 


many persons to make inquiry about 
the future. Such questions as: When will 
this age end, and what comes after? Is 
the world growing better? Are the na- 
tions growing worse? What of the 
British-Israel theory? Is the Church to 
go through the Great Tribulation? Is 
partial Rapture Scriptural? . and | 
many others are being asked. 


Colonel Miles has undertaken to an- 
swer these queries, aiming to present 
brief, concise Scriptural solutions. In 
summing up his arguments relative to 
the Second Coming he says: “The doc- 
trine of the second Coming produces 
Patience on the part’ of the saints. This 
produces Prayer, Perseverance, Practice 
and Preparation.” 





DR. SCOFIELD’S QUESTION BOX. 
Compiled by Ella E. Poule. Bible In- 
stitute Association. Pages 166. Price 
50 cents. 











| eae E. POULE was for eleven years 
an assistant to Dr. C. I. Scofield in 
his Bible Corespondence School. The 
Questions and Answers comprising this 
volume were accumulated through years 
of letter writing between Dr. Scofield 
and his students. The Author deemed 
many of these communications too valu- 
able for discard, so they are now pub- 
lished to aid Bible students. 


Thirty-five topics are discussed, in- 
cluding such as Apparent Contradictions, 
Doctrinal Subjects, Apologetics, Theol- 
ogy, Types, Shadows, ete. This is the 
kind of a book that will captivate the 





average Christian reader. 





DICTIONARY OF BIBLE TOPICS. 
By Dr. Theodore Graebner. Zonder- 
van Publishing House. Pages 278. 
Price $2.00. 











R. GRAEBNER is Professor of New 

Testament Interpretation at Con- 
cordia Seminary and Author of a num- 
ber of books on Biblical themes. Con- 
cerning this present volume he says: “It 
is not offered as anything more than a 
ready reference on matters historical 
and archaeological, but especially of hu- 
man interest connected with the study of 
the Bible. It is intended for the non- 
professional student, particularly teach- 
ers in Sunday Schools and other educa- 
tional agencies of the Church.” 


There are three general divisions. The 
First includes 45 studies in “Biblical In- 
terpretation.” The Second, 40 “Bible 
Land Rambles,” and the Third 38 selec- 
tions on “Biblical Archaeology and His- 
tory.” The topics are arranged alpha- 
betically for convenience. They range 
from Apocrypha to Ark, Flood to Foot- 
washing, Baal to Belshazzar, Medicine 
to Music. 





THE HAND OF GOD. By Lee B. 
Inman. The Gospel Print Shop. Pages 
220. Price $1.50. 











R. INMAN, a Christian layman, is 

manager of a retail store in Rice 
Lake, Wisconsin, but finds time to study 
the Word of God. He dedicates this 
volume to the late Melvin E. Trotter, 
“The greatest lover of human souls of 
any man I have ever met.” 


“He was my best friend,” continues 
Mr. Inman, “not because I was in his 
class—but because he loved those just 
the same who were beneath his class.” 
It was through the encouraging counsel 
of Mel Trotter that the volume was 
completed. 


“The Hand of God” is an ideal aid to 
Bible study. It contains about three 
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hundred main texts, each with its pre- 
context and post-context to demonstrate 
that Jesus Christ is the Hand of God in 
relation to material affairs; the Right 
Hand of God in relation to heavenly or 
spiritual matters; the Arm of God in 
dealing with Satanic opposition; and the 
Finger of God in revelation. Altogether 
there are 295 studies, combining to exalt 
the Lord Jesus Christ as Son of God. 





MESSAGES ON PHILIPPIANS. By 
Dr. Walter L. Wilson. Zondervan Pub- 
lishing House. Pages 43. Price 35 
cents. f 











DF WILSON, a Christian physician, is 
also a Bible expositor of exceptional 
insight into the Scriptures. 


This brochure on the book of Philip- 
pians contains nine chapters. In the 
first, “The Purpose of the Book,” is 
given a preview of the whole, showing 
how it is permeated with joy and hap- 
piness, gladness and sweetness, song and 
service. Although Paul was in jail at 
the time, and wrote to a church which 
started with a prison and an earth- 
quake, the message breathes spiritual 
joy and contentment. 


The second chapter brings out the 
Apostle’s teaching on “Unity in Christ.” 
Let US be perfect ...‘let US be united 

. . in service, humility and purpose. 
Chapter three enlarges on “Fellowship 
in Christ,” in His suffering and the 
fruits of righteousness. The fourth 
chapter is entitled “Rejoicing in Christ.” 


Chapter five is a study of “The Hu- 
mility of Christ, “who made himself of 
no reputation and took upon him the 
form of a servant.” Chapter six paints 
8 picture of “Christ Exalted.” The 
seventh talks about our “Expectation 
from Christ.” The eighth presents the 
whole book as “Paul’s Personal Testi- 
mony,” while the ninth chapter consid- 
ers “Christ Our Example,” for He is a 
Christ to be preached, exalted and en- 
joyed. 





PROSTATE GLAND BLADDER 
SUFFERERS 


Free information how you may obtain 
relief without medicine or surgery. No 


obligation. Are you interested? 
A. N. BEADLE 
Apt. D. 1720 W. Minnehaha Street 


. St. Paul 4, Minnesota 








ROMANS OUTLINED AND SUM- 
MARIZED. Dr. Alva J. McLain. Zon- 
dervan Publishing House. Pages 43. 
Price 35 cents. 











N the Foreword, Dr. J. H. Webster 

says: “The Epistle to the Romans al- 
ways will attract the interest of New 
Testament students because it deals with 
the topic of most vital importance to the 
welfare of men, namely, how to get right 
with God and how to stay right with 
Him.” 

This book contains an abridgment of 
the whole Epistle to the Romans, fol- 
lowed by an articulated outline of the di- 
visions: Condemnation, the Wrath of 
God Revealed; Salvation, the Righteous- 
ness of God Revealed; Vindication, the 
Wisdom of God Revealed; Exhortation, 
the Will of God Revealed; and the Con- 
clusion. 





SUCCESSFUL SUNDAY SCHOOL 
ATTENDANCE PLANS. Imogene Mc- 
Caig. David C. Cook Co. Pages 137. 
Price 50 cents. 











R. DAVID C. COOK says in the 

Foreword, addressed to the Sunday 
School Workers of America: “This is 
your book! Take it, use it! No mat- 
ter what the size of your Sunday School, 
whether it’s big or little, located in the 
country or the city—there is an abun- 
dance of successful plans in this book 
which will fit your needs. 


“Tt will show you how to organize 
for action. It will give you the neces- 
sary tools to help attain your objective. 
They are tried and tested plans. No 
heresay and no guesswork, but really 
approved, practical, workable plans. So 
take them ... use them! Now is the 
time to go forward!” 


Starting with a survey of the com- 
munity to find those who are unchurched, 
every step of the organizational set-up 
is described. The survey is to be fol- 
lowed with a personal visitation cam- 
paign under the slogan, “Come to Sun- 
day School.” The worker is told how to 
bring them in... by the rally and de- 
partmental methods, and special efforts. 





THE CHURCH OF THE NEW TES- 
TAMENT. By Rev. C. J. Sharp. Stand- 
ard Publishing Company. Pages 128. 
Price 50 cents. 











HIS book, emphasizing the doctrines 
of the Disciples denomination, con- 


tains a wealth of teaching appropriate 
to all Church groups. 


The Church is an organization which 
came into being at Pentecost following 
the resurrection. Christ announced that 
the gates of hell could never prevail 
against it. The saints collectively com- 
prise the body and bride of Christ. In 
these pages, Mr. Sharp offers a course 
of study comprising 20 chapters. 


He says: “The book is intended as a 
study book for workers, a handbook for 
Ministers and a book of vital informa- 
tion for all Christians for study pur- 
poses. It is not intended as a eontro- 
versal treatise, though many of the 
subjects treated have been the source of. 
much controversy. 
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April 16, 1944 
Saul’s Early Preaching 
Acts 9:19-30; 11:19-26 











OLDEN TEXT: “For I am _ not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for 
it is the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth.” Romans 1:16. 


1. Saul Repents and Reforms. No- 
where in the annals of the Church can 
be found record of a more instantaneous 
and thorough conversion, than that of 
Saul of Tarsus. One moment he is the 
bloodthirsty nemesis of the Christians 
... the next a groveling suppliant at the 
feet of the One Whom he persecuted. He 
needed only a glimpse of Jesus! 


Having made the great decision and 
accepted the conditions of salvation re- 
veaied through Ananias, he with the 
knowledge of sins forgiven, immediately 
manifested a change of heart. The record 
of Acts 9:20-25 explains: “and straight- 
way he preached Christ in the syna- 
gogues, that he is the Son of God.” The 
narrative continues: “But Saul increased 
the more in strength, and confounded the 
Jews which dwelt at Damascus, proving 
that this is very Christ. And the Jews 
took counsel to kill him. And _ they 
watched the gates Gay and night to kill 
him. Then the disciples took him by 
night and let him down by the wall in 
a basket.” 


So complete was the “about face” of 
Saul that he never once deviated from 
the course before him. Years later he 
wrote Timothy: “This is a faithful say- 
ing, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners; of whom I am the chief.” 











2. Suffering and Tribulation. In II 
Corinthians 11:23-33, Paul gives a par- 
tial list of the things encured for the 
Lord’s sake. From prison ui Rome he 
wrote a remarkable letter to the Church 
at Philippi. The keynote of this message 
is joy. He recognized the leading of God 
through privations and hardships, and 
could say: “But I would ye should under- 
stand, brethren, that the things which 
happened unto me have fallen out rather 
unto the furtherance of the gospel.” 


There are rare souls, with whom per- 
secution, opposition and hardship serve 
as a challenge to greater effort. Such 
was Saul. When faith entered he threw 
the whole power of his great personality 
into the task of taking the Gospel tothe 
Gentiles. 


3. Saul Accepted by the Christians. 
The majority of the Church at’ Jerusalem 
feared Saul’s conversion a ruse to pro- 
mote further persecution. But there was 
one, “a good man, and full of the Holy 
Ghost and of faith,” who believed, and 
sponsored him with the Church. 


Immediately he began boldly to preach 
and contend for the Cause of Christ. 
The Lord did not intend for him to re- 
main at Jerusalem. Soon another plot 
against his life, caused him to flee to the 
desert of Arabia. Here he stayed for a 
time, probably in study and meditation, 
preparing himself for the task ahead. 
Returning for a short visit to Jerusalem 


‘and Damascus, he went by way of Syria 


to his boyhood home of Tarsus. 


We could wish for a glimpse of Saul’s 
activities during these years, but the 
Scriptures do not reveal them. He says 
that fourteen years after his conversion 
he returned to Jerusalem with Barnabas 
and Titus to report to the Apostles, 
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what had been done among the Gentiles, 


4. Saul Assists Barnabas at Antioch. 
A great work had been started at 
Antioch of Syria, after the Holy Spirit 
instructed Peter to carry the Gospel to 
the Gentiles. During the ensuing perse- 
cution, the disciples were scattered 
abroad. “And some of them were men 
of Cyprus and Cyrene, which, when they 
were come to Antioch, spake unto the 
Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus.” 


Soon the need arose for an assistant. 
Remembering the enthusiastic young 
Saul, Barnabas made a trip to Tarsus, 
and brought him back to serve the 
Antioch congregation. Demonstrations 
of spiritual power through the two men 
caused the Church to send them on a 
missionary tour to the provinces of Asia 
Minor. 


Two things are to be noted from this 
occurrence: the “disciples were called 
Christians first in Antioch,” and begin- 
ning with the 13th chapter of Acts, the 
narrative has to do almost wholly with 
the preaching of Saul of Tarsus in his 
missions to the Gentile world. 





April 23, 1944 
Paul Becomes A Missionary 
Acts 3:1—14:28 











OLDEN TEXT: “The Holy Ghost 

said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul 
for the work whereunto I have called 
them.” Acts 13:2. 


1. The Commission. The first twelve 
chapters of the book of Acts contain the 
story of the founding of the Church and 
its early activities in carrying out part 
of the Great Commission: “Ye shall be 
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem and 
in all Judea, and in Samaria.” But the 
rest of the command, “and unto the ut- 


termost part of the earth,” had not been 


completed. The Holy Spirit was moving 
in that direction. Time was needed to 
impress on the Apostles that the Gospel 
was for the whole world. Paul the per- 
secutor must find Christ and be trained 
for the work to which he is called; “I 
have appeared unto thee for this pur- 
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pose, to make thee a minister and wit- 
ness.” 

Beginning with the thirteenth chapter, 
the narrative moves into the latter part 
of the Commission. There were five 
men in the Church at Antioch, prophets 
and teachers, outstanding in spiritual 
power. To them the Holy.Spirit spoke 
in no unmistakable manner, bidding the 
congregation set aside Barnabas and 
Saul for special work. “The people 
which sat in the darkness see a great 
light, and to them which sat in the 
region and shadow of death should the 
light spring up.” 
bling or delay on the part of the Antioch 
Church. There was a season of fasting 
and prayer, the laying on of hands, and 
“they sent them away.” 


2. The First Missionary Journey Be- 
gun. The Holy Spirit guided as to the 
direction taken. The way led to the 
nearest seaport, to a ship sailing for 
Cyprus, the home of Barnabas. The 
Gospel was preached. Satan, in the per- 
son of Elymas a_ sorcerer, withstood 
them to prevent the Roman proconsul 
from hearing, but Saul successfully re- 
buked him, and the officer accepted 
Christ. 

From that day on we know Saul of 
Tarsus, as Paul the Apostle. He be- 
came leader in the venture. It was no 
longer Barnabas and Saul, but Paul and 
Barnabas. At Perga, John Mark, nephew 
of Barnabas, left them, evidently being 
afraid to go further. The others pro- 
ceeded to Antioch, in the province of 
Pisidia, where a great stir was made by 
the Gospel. “And the next sabbath day 
came almost the whole city together to 
hear the word of God.” 


“But when the Jews saw the multi- 
tudes, they were filled with envy, and 
spake against those things which were 
spoken by Paul, contradicting and blas- 
pheming.” The Gentiles rejoiced upon 
hearing the message of salvation. But 
the opposition created such a wave of 
persecution against Paul and Barnabas 
that they were compelled to leave the 
city. 

The next stop was Iconium, ninety 
miles east of Antioch. Here “they went 
both together into the synagogue of the 
Jews and so spake, that a great multi- 
tude both of the Jews and also of the 
Greeks believed. But the unbelieving. 
Jews stirred up the Gentiles, and made 


’ their minds evil affected against the 


brethren.” Presently the city was di- 
vided, and a mob attack on the Preach- 
ers forced them to flee for their lives. 


There was no quib-. 
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From Iconium they moved on to 
Lystra and Derbe, small towns in the 
mountains southeast of that city. At 
Lystva, a miracle was performed, a man 
crippled from birth being healed in an- 
swer to prayer. The people mistook the 
Preachers for the Roman gods, Jupiter 
and Mercury. With difficulty Paul and 
Barnabas explained matters and 
preached Jesus to the multitude. 


As usual, the missionaries were fol- 
lowed by persecutors who succeeded in 
stirring up antagonism so great that 


29 


stones began to fly. Paul was struck 
down and the mob dragged him outside 
the city, leaving him for dead. But, 
while the Christians stood weeping, he 
arose and returned with them. The next 
day he and Barnabas went to Derbe 
where they were not molested. 





Paul frequently received this kind of 
treatment. All who follow Christ may 
expect to endure persecution. Yet so 
great was the Apostle’s love for Christ 
that he could say: “For I reckon that 


—Turn To Page 30. 
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beautifully designed and printed in colors on parch- 
tone paper. Each features an exquisite reproduction 
of different Biblical masterprieces. All certificates are 
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the sufferings of this present time are 
not worthy to be compared with the 
glory which shall be revealed in us.” 





April 30, 1944 
Recognition For Gentile Christians 
Acts 15:1-35; Gal. 2:1-21 








OLDEN TEXT: “Therefore being 

justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” Romans 5:1. 





1. Missionaries Return to Home Base. 
After the terrible experiences on their 
first journey, Paul having been stoned 
and left for dead, there was a short 
period of respite. Things were peaceful 
for a time. »-They preached the Gospel 
in Derbe, then retraced the route, re- 
turning to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch 
of Pisidia, “confirming the souls of the 
disciples, and exhorting them to con- 
tinue in the faith.’ Refurning to Perga 
they took ship to Antioch in Syria, the 
mother Church which sponsored the 
original project. 


Gathering the Christians together, 
they made full report of their labors, 
telling how God had opened doors of 
service among the Gentiles. The brethren 
rejoiced in the evidence of God’s leading, 
but were not allowed to live harmonious- 
ly for long. It has been said that Satan 
never attacks the dead. When a Church 
or individual manifests exceptional 
spiritual strength, the Evil One regards 
it as a signal to battle. 


2. The Council at Jerusalem. Paul 
and Barnabas had seen great things done 
among the Gentiles. A complete report 
of the mission was made to the Jeru- 





salem Church. “But there rose up cer- 
tain of the sect of the Pharisees which 
believed, saying,~That it was needful to 
circumcise them, and to command them 
to keep the law of Moses.” Some in the 
Christian congregation tried to mix 
Works and Grace. 


After much argument, Peter gave his 
testimony about having been sent by the 
Holy Spirit to the Gentile house of Cor- 
nelius. The Holy Spirit who admits no 
difference according to racial boundaries. 
He asked why an attempt should be 
made to put the yoke of the Law upon 
the Gentiles. He concluded, “But we be- 
lieve that through the grace of the Lord 


Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as 


they.” 


Next, Paul and Barnabas were heard, 
again declaring the wonders God had 
wrought among the Gentiles. By this 
time the dissension was silenced, and 
James, the brother of the Lord, arose 
to sum up the matter. Quoting the 
prophecy of Amos 9:11-12, he concluded 
that God intended to call out from the 
Gentiles a “people for his name.” 
“Wherefore, my judgment, is, that we 
trouble not them, which from among 
the Gentiles are turned to God.” 


3. Conclusion of the Matter. James 
suggested that the Gentiles be admon- 
ished to abstain from pollution of idols, 
fornication and eating things strangled. 
This -embraced only a portion of the 
moral Code of the Mosaic Law. Most 
certainly the Legal Code of the Old 
Testament was “nailed to the cross,” and 
passed into discard when Jesus pro- 
claimed, “It is finished.” 


The Gospel of Christ is the great har- 
monizing power among human beings. 
“Love thy neighbor as thyself,” tends to 
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bring every believer to a common ~ 


ground. When Christ lives in the heart 
“There is neither Jew no Greek, there is 
neither bond or free, there is neither 
male nor female: for ye are all one in 
Christ Jesus.” This is the tenor of the 
book of Galatians, which has been called 
the Magna Carta of Christian liberty. 
“Stand fast therefore in the liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made us free, and 
be not entangled again with the yoke of 
bondage.” 





May 7, 1944 
Paul Crosses Into Europe 
Acts 15:36—16:40; Philippians 
OLDEN TEXT: “I press toward the 
mark for the prize of the high call- 
ing of God in Christ Jesus.” Phil. 3:4. 











Shortly after the Council at Jeru- 
salem, Paul suggested to Barnabas a re- 
turn trip through the province of Asia 
Minor, saying: “Let us go again and 
visit our brethren in every city where 
we have preached the word of the Lord, 
and see how they do.” Their hearts 
yearned over the new converts with 
fatherly love. 


1. An Epochal Event. The first trip 
was more or less in the nature of prepa- 
ration. Although exciting and danger- 
ous, it covered only a small territory. 
The second journey became the greatest, 
most fruitful of all. Of it Stalker says: 
“It was perhaps the most momentous 
journey recorded in the annals of the hu- 
man race. In its issues it far outrivaled 
the expedition of Alexander the Great, 
when he carried the arms and civiliza- 
tion of Greece into the heart of Asia, or 
that of Caesar, when he landed on the 
shores of Britain, or even the voyage of 
Columbus, when he discovered a new 
world. Yet, when he set out on it, he 
had no idea of the magnitude which it 
was to assume or even the direction he 
was to take. It was the parental long- 
ing to see his spiritual children which 
was drawing him; but God had far more 
extensive designs, which opened up be- 
fore him as he went forward.” 


De. be, Lystra, Iconium and Antioch 
were entered in turn. At  Lystra 
Timothy joined them as an attendant. 


‘Leaving Antioch of Pisidia they pro- 


ceeded northwest, intending in enter the 
province of Asia, with Ephesus probably 
the goal. But they “were forbidden of 
the Holy Ghost to do so.” The next 
thought was to turn northward into 
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Bithynia, “but the Spirit suffered them 
not.” 


But in Galatia more than one congre- 
gation sprang up under their personal 
labors. Paul says: “You know how 
through infirmity of the flesh I preached 
the gospel to you at first.” 


Directed by the Spirit, “they came 
down to Troas.” Here the reason was 
made known. “A vision appeared to 
Paul in the night; There stood a man of 
Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, 
Come over into Macedonia and help us. 
And after he had seen the-vision, im- 
mediately we endeavoured to go into 
Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the 
Lord had called us to preach the gospel 
unto them.” The use of the pronoun 
“we” indicates that Luke, the writer of 
Acts, joined the party at Troas. 


2. A Province Refused; A Continent 
Won. The voyage across the Aegean 
Sea was short and uneventful. The four 
missionaries arrived at Philippi, a Ro- 
man colony in Macedonia, and rested 
quietly for a few days. There was no 
fanfare, no great advertising campaign, 
no united preparation for a great re- 
vival, The Philippians were given no 
inkling of what was in store for them. 
Finding no synagogue, but hearing of a 
small’ group of women who met in a 
shady nook by the river outside the city, 
they discovered a sabbath day prayer 
meeting in progress. 


As in the case of Corneliys, God heard 
the prayers of these devoted women. 
Long before either they or Paul knew it, 
the Lord was directing their steps and 
timing the winds of the sea, ‘to bring 
them to this meeting on the river bank. 


The conversion of Lydia must be ac- 
cepted as a prophecy of the happy 
change in the lot of women, which the 
preaching of Christ was to effect in Eu- 
rope. If. man owes much to Him, wo- 
man owes still more. He delivered her 
from the degradation of being slave, and 
raised her to standards never before 
known to the human race. 


3. The Ultimate Goal. Years later 
Paul sent a letter to the Church at 
Philippi from his prison cell at. Rome. 
Through the years this congregation had 
kept him in tender memory, contributing 
to his needs, making itself famous and 
lovely to all succeeding generations as 
a Church of the open heart and hand. 


He wanted Philippian saints to know 


that the Christian cannot be free from 
trouble, pain and persecution this side of 
the resurrection. Forget then, the things 
which lie behind. Keep only one thing 


in mind. Press on... reach forth... 
keep the eyes on the ultimate goal, “the 
mark for the prize of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus.” 
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DO YOU WANT TWO DOLLARS FOR ONE 
— ALONG WITH GREAT SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS? 


The Christian Victory Magazine 
(Edited by John Fred Meldau—20th year of publication) 
Makes the Extraordinary Offer of 
$1.00 Worth of Books Free 
With each new subscription at the regular price of $1.00 the year ($1.25 Canada and for- 
You select the books from the choice list below, including 10c extra to cover cost of ship- 


“Christian Victory” is a true-to-the-Bible, national monthly magazine. 
tich spiritual material including ae comments on current events in the light vad prophecy, ex- 
ill Sc 


It brings a wealth of 
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Says Dr. Ironside, Pastor, Moody Memorial Church, Chicago: ‘Your magazine has been 
coming to me now for a number of years, and I always go through it with interest.’ 
Says Dr. Philip E. Howard, Jr., Editor of — Sunday School Times, Philadelphia: 


and de 
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brief, pointed paragraphs that 





"Christian Victory holds the reader’s i 


much spiritual blessings.” 


helpful magazines . . . in print.’ 


Books by Mr. Meldau 


—57 Reasons Why We Know the Bible Is the 
Word of God 
—Good Answers to Hard Questions...... 15c 
—The Ten Major Covenants of Scripture. 10c 
—The Great Olympic of the Christian _— — 
—More Than Conquerors (Romans 8).. 
—Stories with Purpose and Point........ ibe 


The “Victory” Series by 
Dr. Herbert Lockyer 


—Vol 1, Victory over Satan and Sin.... l5e 


2925 Umatilla St. 





are interesting in themselves, and provide valuable illustrative material. 
Bible study articles, by some of our leading writers, are faithful to the Scriptures and contain 


Says Dr. Louis Bauman, Pastor, Long Beach, Calif.: 
sider the Christian Victory Magazine about the livest, most readable and one of the most 


SELECT YOUR BOOKS FROM THIS LIST, (If we run out of any title, we will substitute 
another, of equal value.) Additional books may be ordered at quoted price. 





Send Your Subscription With Your Selection of Free Books Today. 


THE CHRISTIAN VICTORY PUBLISHING CO. 


Its Editorials and 


“I just want to say that I con- 


—Vol. 2, Victory over Tears and Worry.. 1l5c 
—Vol. 3, Victory over Temptation and 
WROONOUS io civie sé Hyac 6o.u Ne woceetcsete 1l5e fj 
—Vol. 4, Victory dver Despair and 
GOMCHNESS on vecccccccccccccccesecesoee 15¢ 
The Famous “His” Series, by Dr. 


Norman B. Harrison 
—His Peace: The Way of Living ee, 


WORN san bac dsced pnuetesescctene 5e 
—His Comfort: Help For Those Who 

BEI bctedceent we ckns osh cubes er cage ae 25¢ 
—His Sure Return .......cccsccccccccce 25c 
RIB LVR oa cin ccccies sosccsectcescceds 25c 


Denver 11, Colo. 
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THE ADEQUACY OF CHRIST 


In These Days of Separation and Sorrow 
- by CLARENCE E. MASON, Jr. 
We urge individuals, groups, and churches to 


order quantities of this booklet to distribute to 
those they know in service and their loved ones 


26 pages. 
Each, 25 cents - - - = = 


Order through your bookseller or from 


Zondervan Publishing House 
847 Ottawa Ave., N.W. Grand Rapids 2, Mich. 


Attractive Cover. 
25 for $5.00 














z Defender 
EASTER AT TIASHVILLE “The Prophetic Bible Course” 


HRISTMAS, last year, was one of the ‘ ; 
Chart Your Life According to Prophecy | 


greatest days in the history of the 
This Course covers 28 Lessons — 

















“Victory Service Center,” located on 
Fatherland Street ... at Nashville, Ten- 
nessee. But Easter this year, promises 





to surpass it. As this Defender goes to 
press, word comes that Dr. Sam Swain, 
National Director of the Spiritual De- 
fense Crusade, is on the ground, per- 
sonally supervising preparations. 


Victory Service Center is housed in 
the spacious, stone Dixie Gospel Tab- 
ernacle, a building with a regular seat- 
ing capacity of more than three thou- 
sand. Hundreds of men in uniform will 


each dealing with a profound subject. 
Adapted for both Individual or Class 
use. You will NOT be disappointed. 
The course. embraces approximately 
75,000 words. Price $1.00 complete 
... or 12 Courses $10.00. 


Endorsed by Pastors and Evangel- 
ists representing no less than twenty 
different denominations. Praised by 
Christian Educators and Fundamental 








Magazines. Recommended by Lay- 
men, Sunday School Teachers and Bi- 
ble Students generally. One Preach- 
er says: “The best Bible Course on 
Prophecy I have ever seen. Contains 
new, striking material that challenges 
deepest thought and meditation.” 


congregate there to enjoy southern 
home-cooked meals on Easter Sunday. 
They will hear strong Gospel messages 
by noted Preachers, enjoy good music 
and wholesome Christian fellowship in 
an atmosphere where everyone feels 
“right at home.” 











Dr. Edward Fehr 


Author, Lecturer, 

Preacher, Creator 

of “The Prophetic 
Bible Course.” 





There are five army. camps in the 


vicinity of Nashville, making it one of f 7 2 
the largest military centers in the entire REV. J. J. ENGBRECHT, President Sunnyside Sure - os Se 


f " . ow: ‘ : , publish 
United States. Thousands of boys flock Bible School, Freeman, S. D., says: With an inten Coumwe, pablist ved 
into the city every week-end. The com- sive craving for tangible, prophetic knowledge, I sons, prepared in 

"munity lacks facilities to properly care have spent money, time and energy at Prophetic originally ox 
for them. Over a year ago, the National Conferences, listening to great men. I searched for pene ancy = 
Spiritual Defense Crusade observed this a prophetic course, backed up entirely by the Word 


now being offered 
need and rescived, by God’s Grace, to of God. Then Dr. Edward Fehr was recommended to crane - = 
help meet it. The growth of the Victory 





tian service and 
not financial gain. 


us as a specialist in prophecy. We called him. Our matter of Chris- 
Center since then has been nothing Faculty and students were amazea and captivated.” 
short of phenomenal. 


Christian people, in all parts of the 
-Counitry—many of whom were person- 
ally acquainted with Dr. Swain’s evan- 
gelistic ministry prior to the war, have 
sent food, utensils, bedding, furniture 
and financial contributions to make 
gradual expansion of the work possible. 
(The address of the Center is 410 Father- 
land Street.) 


The hub of the Crusade is, of course, 
the Victory Testament distributing pro- 
gram, directed from Akron, Ohio. A 
picture of the Book which is now be- 
ing carried by thousands of men in uni- 
form, appears on pages 16 and 17 of 
this Defender. The plan inaugurated 
and successfully handled by leaders of 
the Crusade, provides that loved ones of 
the soldiers shall order the Testamenis. 
autograph them on the fly-leaf provided 
for this purpose, and mail them to the 
boys. Purchases thus made, enable the 
Crusade to send Testaments to still other 
boys. 

















Special Free Offer: Our previous popular offer is being ° 
repeated. Hundreds of Defender Readers accepted it before, and 
we trust that YOU will accept it NOW ... When you send your 
$1.00, use the blank below and receive free of charge, a copy of 
Dr. Fehr’s 38-page prophetic book, entitled, “The Coming World 
Church.” Order without delay. Start studying Bible Prophecy 
systematically—at once! 


(Cut on Dotted Line and Mail) 


Prophetic Bible Conference Bureau 
Post Office Box 353 
Tcyveka, Kansas 


Enclosed find $ for which send copy (or 
copies) of “The Prophetic Bible Course” to the name and address 
below. It is understood that I am to receive FREE, a copy (or 
copies) of “The Coming World Church.” 


STREET OR R. R. 


CITY AND STATE 
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